
 

 

 

Cuatro Estados Newsletter         November 2018
         

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

as 

 

OFFICERS 2018 
 

President, 

Newsletter Editor 

Rae Phillips 

Cell 505-235-5992 

raecyp65@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

Genny Zawistoski 

Cell 505-294-5839 

ce.genny@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Lynn Buckingham 

Home 505-298-1239 

Cell 505-269-7822 

lynnbuck2@msn.com 

 

Secretary 

Sanna Obermiller 

Cell 239-841-4084 

Johnsanna@trailnet.com 

 

National Director 

Dessa Halasz 

Home 505-821-2814 

Cell 505-400-1431 

fhalasz@swcp.com 

 

Alt Natl Director 

MJ Brenner 

Home 505-771-0058 

Cell 773-267-1243 

rio355@aol.com  

 

Membership Directory 

Bob Coulter 

Home 505-814-1293 

Cell 505-274-1211 

coulter6@comcast.net 

 

Website & Facebook 

Manager 

Becky Coulter 

Home 505-814-1293 

Cell 505-553-5896 

coulter06@comcast.net 

 

FACEBOOK: 

Cuatro Estados 

FMCA Chapter 

 

Website: 

cuatroestados.com 
 

The Prez Sez … 

You should have received our “long” version of the 2019 RALLY 
SCHEDULE via email attachment last week.  Please print it out, so 
you’ll have it to refer to as you plan your adventures for 2019!  

Since we select great rally locations that are in high demand and fill up 
quickly, it is imperative you start booking immediately, especially the 
earlier ones. All require minimum 60-day advance reservations, but if 
you wait that late, you may not get in. Be sure and specify you are 
with Cuatro Estados, FMCA Chapter. We are including a short version 
of the schedule in this newsletter reflecting when you should make 
your reservations. A few don’t start taking reservations until January. 

Hope you are excited about the adventures being planned by the 
rallymasters!  We will see new places and try new things, while also 
returning to some “tried & true” locations.  The southwest has SO 
much to offer, it is a challenge to make the selection of which ones to 
attend.  Many of you are fulltiming in your RVs and constantly 
roaming around the continent, but we hope you will add a few of our 
rallies to your routing!  And to all the new faces, we look forward to 
getting acquainted with you at a chapter event next year! 

In addition to attending many of our rallies this year, members  also 
traveled to faraway places (Alaska & Europe) and via other than RVs 
(boats & planes).  We have some of the most adventurous friends on 
the planet!  Best of all, we have been able to “share” their adventures 
through their postings on facebook.  If you haven’t joined facebook 
and “friended” many of us, we hope you soon will!  We want to see 
YOUR adventures too! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

We trust you will have many reasons to count your blessings during 
this most humble but important of holidays. -- Rae 

 

mailto:dubandrae@juno.com
mailto:ce.genny@gmail.
mailto:rio355@aol.com
mailto:chiefjc@juno.com
mailto:coulter06@comcast.net
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From Our Chapter WINO 
 

As our 2018 Rally year draws to a close, we are grateful to all who attended them, 
and big “THANK YOU” to our Rallymasters!  The 2019 Rally Schedule is published, 
Rallymasters have stepped up for most of them. Please do try to attend one or 
more and offer to help out if you can. 
 
The schedule lists me, Gene Dorsey, as “Wagonmaster.”  In truth, I am just the 
chapter WINO (Wagonmaster In Name Only).  You see, although I volunteered 
for that position, I promptly departed on a six-week RV trip to the Northeast. 
Therefore, most of the work, time and effort on the schedule needs to be credited 
to our President, Rae Phillips.  Good job Rae and I vow to not be derelict in my 
duties going forward. 
 
As a self-imposed penance, I plan on submitting 
a small column to our newsletter each month 
that I hope you will enjoy. 
  
A recovering “WINO,” 
Giving credit where credit is due, 
Gene Dorsey, Wagonmaster  
 
        Rosie & Gene Dorsey 
 
 
 
 

 

PANCHO VILLA STATE PARK 
November 5-9, 2018 

Rallymasters:  Lynn & Buck Buckingham 
505-298-1239 or cell 505-269-7822 

lynnbuck2@msn.com 
  

Most sites at Pancho Villa have electric & 
water, and are non-reservable (no 
problem this time of year). Please let us 
know at least a week in advance if 
you plan to attend.   Reminders:  Bring 
PASSPORTS if you have them and want 

to go to The Pink Store.  Activities are planned for daylight hours. All activities are 
optional. 

mailto:lynnbuck2@msn.com
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5th, Monday:  4:30 pm -- Meet & greet with heavy snacks for dinner, at shelter. 

6th, Tuesday:  Morning free.  12:30 am -- meet at shelter, drive to border, and 
lunch at The Pink Store in Palomas, Mex., then shopping.  PASSPORTS NEEDED. 
 Happy hour with light snacks if desired, 4:30 pm at shelter.  

7th, Wednesday:  Bring picnic lunch.  Meet at shelter at 9:30 am, drive to 
Rockhound S.P.  Visit St. Clair Winery and tasting in the afternoon.  Hosts 
will grill hot dogs, 4:30 at shelter.  Bring something to share to go with hotdogs.   

8th, Thursday:  Morning free.  Meet at 12:30 pm or caravan to (meeting earlier at 
the campground) the Adobe Deli for lunch, about 10 miles E of Deming. 

This is a real cool place, funky and interesting!  After lunch we'll go back to 
Deming and visit the excellent Deming Luna Mimbres museum.  Farewell happy 
hour at 4:30 pm, place to be announced.  No more shelter. 

9th, Friday:  Goodbye and we hope to see you "down the road"! 

Suggestions for free time: 

Explore Pancho Villa State Park including Camp Furlong historical buildings. 
Relax with games or puzzle in shelter. 
City of Rocks S.P., NW of Deming 
Fort Cummings, Army ruins about 20 miles from Deming.  Recommend 4WD. 
Visit Southwest Wines or Luna Rossa Winery. 
Instead of or in addition to happy hour, dinner elsewhere. 
 
 

BLUFF RALLY REPORT – Oct 1-7, 2018 
Cadillac Ranch RV Park 

Rallymasters: Steve & Sandy Varley 
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Intrepid Adventurers: (L to R on previous page) Patricia & Tom Krouse, Betsy 
Jeffery & Frank Thornton, Jim & Lori Landers, Steve & Sandy Varley, Mary Miller 
& Chuck Ackerman, Barbara & Valdean Severson, plus canine explorers Tex, Cisco, 
Bubba, and a fluffy but fearless one who’s name escapes. (Also attending but not 
in photo, Allison, Lori’s sister.) 
 

Monday, Oct. 1st -- Everyone except the Landers’ (who arrived next day) had 
settled in by mid-afternoon at Cadillac Ranch RV Park. Almost everyone in the 
group was new to one another, so we spent some time doing introductions and 
getting acquainted before sharing a terrific potluck dinner.  Varleys passed out 
maps and gave an overview of the week’s proposed activities. The Bluff area was 
new to everyone except the Varleys, and everyone was eager to see what the 
area had to offer.   
 
Tuesday, Oct. 2nd -- Thundershowers 
during the night and rain in the morning 
required a change of plans. Instead of a 
hike, we packed lunches and set off for 
Hovenweep National Monument, about 
an hour’s drive away. Everyone walked the 
short, paved trail that led to an overview of 
the Square Tower Group of ruins. Most of 
the group hiked the 2-mile rim trail to get 
up close and personal with many of the structures. Our timing was perfect, as it 
started to rain again just as we were climbing out of the canyon back to the 
Visitors Center. We ate our lunches on the covered patio, then headed back to 
camp to relax. 
 
Wednesday, Oct 3rd -- Ruins and rock art in Butler Wash. We drove 9 miles down 

the Butler Wash road to the 
unmarked track that leads 
to the Long Fingers ruin. 
Butler Wash has many, 
many of these tracks, some 
of which lead to ruins and 
others to nowhere, but the 
Varleys had scouted this one 
prior to the rally and knew 
the way. We hiked along the 

canyon floor for maybe a mile, with several of the more adventurous of the party 
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scrambling up a sandy hill to view a small ruin and rock art along the way. The 
final climb up to Long Fingers ruin (so-named for a red handprint with, yup, 
abnormally long fingers) discouraged several of the group, but even those who 
didn’t get all the way in got to see lots of rock art, grinding stones, and pottery 
shards. On the way back to camp, we did a short but challenging hike to the 
Wolfman panel. After an afternoon of rest and recovery, we took the short drive 
to Sand Island to view the extensive rock art panel roadside, then a leisurely walk 
along the San Juan River for even more, some going back to 3000 BC. 
 
Thursday, Oct.4th -- Scenic drive day. We woke up to yet more rain, but Valdean’s 
trusty weather app on his phone assured us it would be gone by 9:30, and it was! 
We drove to Blanding and visited Edge of Cedars State Park, which is an Ancestral 

Puebloan archaeological site, a 
museum, and an archaeological 
repository. We were blown away by 
the exhibits, including a sash made 
entirely of macaw feathers, still 
vibrantly colored. Then back to the 
cars to take in ruins and views. We 
stopped at Butler Wash Indian Ruins 

for a 1 mile round trip walk over slickrock to a cross-canyon view of an elaborate 
ruin then at a rest stop another mile up the road to eat our lunches while sitting 
atop the walls of a the remains of a kiva.  We drove along the top of Cedar Mesa 
to Moqui Dugway, a slim gravel road that hugs the edge of the mesa while 
zigzagging down 1000 feet. From atop the mesa, you 
have a great view of Monument Valley, even better from 
Muley Point via a 3 mile long dirt road that heads off to 
what looks like nowhere. “Moqui” supposedly means 
“monkey,” and sure enough, we spotted the monkey 
face in the rock about halfway down (shown here). 
Group dinner at Twin Rocks Restaurant and Trading Post 
back in Bluff, where several of our group had their first taste of Navajo fry bread.   
 
Friday, October 5th -- Choose your own adventure day.  Several of us wanted to 
see more ruins in Butler Wash, but were thwarted by deep, sticky, slippery mud 
and an actively running wash that no one was interested in wading through. 
Alternate adventures included drives through Monument Valley and Valley of the 
Gods and touring the historic Bluff Fort. 
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Saturday, Oct. 6th -- Rainy weather had put a real damper on our activities, and 
there was more of it coming. Most of the group (including the hosts) elected to 
leave a day early to try and get ahead of it.  
 
Everyone said what a great time they had. Many of the attendees had driven 
through the area but never stopped, never dreaming that the area was so rich in 
history and beauty. Bluff, Butler Wash, and the surrounding area has been the 
Varley playground for many years. We were excited to share it with the Cuatros, 
and hope that you’ll come back with us another time. See you on the road.  – 
Sandy & Steve Varley  (Thanks to Chuck Ackerman for the photos) 

 
 
 

****************************************************************************** 

Final event of the year  
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Saturday, December 1 at 1pm 
Buckingham’s, 11508 Nassau NE, Albuquerque 

 
We’ll furnish drinks, tableware and roast turkey & gravy.  You bring a side dish.  
Please let me (Lynn) know what you would like to bring so we can coordinate 
dishes for variety. 
 
Activities:  After dinner, we will have games with prizes.  We’ll also have a gift 
exchange ($20 limit suggested).  “Stealing” allowed.  Participation in activities is 
optional but we don’t like to see you miss out on the fun!  I’d appreciate any 
suggestions for games. 
 
As they did last year, Eckels will be collecting unwrapped toys to donate to Toys 
for Tots.  Of course donating is optional. 
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We have plenty of chairs but might need some small tables, as in TV table size, if 
you have any. 
 
RSVP by Sunday, Nov. 25 to Lynn or Buck, 505-298-1239 or email:  
lynnbuck2@msn.com 
 
If you don’t have GPS, an easy way to find our house is to go north on Juan Tabo, 
turn right one street north of Montgomery, behind Sprouts.  Or go east on 
Montgomery, left on Juan Tabo, right on Nassau.  Please leave the driveway open 
for those who have trouble walking or need handicap facilities.  If you use it, 
please park on one side or the other so another vehicle can fit.  And if you pull up 
far enough, we might get 4 vehicles in the driveway.  We look forward to seeing 
all of you! 
 

There are plenty of RV parks in Albuquerque, as well as a few of us with space in 
our homes for overnight accommodations (if you wish to just come in your car).  
Call Lynn or Rae if so. 

********************************************************** 

2019 RALLY SCHEDULE (please see full schedule details sent to you in 
separate email last month) – INFO ON WHEN TO BOOK 
 
January 14-21 -- Quartzsite, AZ – Hi Jolly BLM Area (dry camping), or Split Rail RV 
Park, 928-927-5296 (book NOW!) -- Rallymasters Diana McVey/Bob Skaug 
 
February 19-25 -- Apache Junction, AZ -- Budget RV Park, 480-982-5856 (book 
NOW!) -- Rallymasters Diana McVey/Bob Skaug 
 
March 20-April 1 – Patagonia, AZ – Patagonia Lake State Park, 877-697-2757, 
azstateparks.com, (reserve after Jan 2, but no later than Jan 20) – no-host 
gathering prior to Amado rally – to make this a two week vacation! 
 
April 1-6 -- Amado, AZ -- De Anza RV Resort, 888-398-8628 (taking reservations 
now, book ASAP) -- Rallymasters Bill & Beverly Eckel and Bob & Sandy Catalana. 
 
April 24-29 -- Albuquerque, NM -- Enchanted Trails RV Park & Trading Post, 800-
326-6317 (reserve by Feb 24) -- Rallymasters Rae & Dub Phillips 
 

mailto:lynnbuck2@msn.com


8 

 

May 15-21 -- Hurricane, UT (Zion NP/St George) – Willow Wind RV Park, 435-
635-4154 (can reserve now, but no later than Mar 15) -- Rallymasters Mark & Pat 
Wilson 
 
June 5-10 -- Creede, CO -- Region 1 Rally -- Mtn Views at Rivers Edge Resort, 719-
658-2710 (reservations taken after Jan 2) -- Chapter coordinators John & Sanna 
Obermiller. 
 
June 12-18 -- Montrose, CO -- Cedar Creek RV Park, 970-249-3884 (Reserve 
Jan/Feb) -- Rallymasters Jim & Joan Glasmann 
 
July 22-26 -- Chama, NM – Little Creel RV Park, 855-756-2382 (reservations 
accepted after Jan 2, book early) -- Rallymasters John & Sanna Obermiller 
 
August 14-17 -- Minot, ND -- FMCA's 100th Intl Convention -- Chapter 
coordinators Gene & Rosie Dorsey. May schedule caravan up or back. 
 
August 22-27 -- Capulin, NM (NE corner of state) -- Capulin RV Park, 575-553-
5896 (reserve by June 22) -- Rallymasters Becky & Bob Coulter 
 
Sept 24-30 – Palisade (Grand Junction), CO – Palisade Base Camp RV Resort, 
970-462-9712 (taking reservations NOW) -- Rallymasters Tom & Patricia Krouse 
 
October 17-20 -- Tucson, AZ -- RMMA Ramble -- Pina County Fairgrounds -- 
Chapter Coordinators needed 
 
October 28-November 2 -- Elephant Butte, NM -- State Park -- Rallymasters 
needed 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CORRECTIONS TO NEW MEMBER INFO IN LAST NEWSLETTER: 
 
Fernando & Diana VASQUEZ  
His birthday is Jan 7 (1/7) 
Hers is Aug 25 (8/25) 
Please make the correction in your membership book. (Rest of membership info 
on them was in Sept newsletter) 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER!  Please add to your directory … and welcome her 
when you meet at a rally.  
 
Joyce SCHMITT 
2083 N 250 E 
North Ogden, UT 84414 
F488420 
Her cell:  505-321-4501 
Email:  J2B3S@msn.com 
RV:  2017 Winnebago Travato 21" 
License:  UT V35 3CE 
Birth date:  12/9 
Emergency Contact:  801-745-0168 (Karlene Wells, sister) 

 
 

NOV BIRIRTHDAYS     ANNIVERSARIES 
(Numbers listed in parenthesis is the date, not the age!)   
 
Charles Carlson (14th) Alumni  Rosie & Gene Dorsey (26th) 
Nandy Fowls (9th)    Galina & Jamie Erickson (3rd) 
Franklin Halasz (4th)    Sandy & Steve Varley (23rd) 
Carol Herr (10th) 
John Herr (18th) 
Bob Skaug (19th) 
Barbara Severson (10th) 
John Williamson (18th) 
Pat Wilson (23rd) 
 
******************************************************************************************************* 

 CHARLES 

CARLSON   

100 years young!  
 
This Alumni, along with wife 
Genevieve, traveled with us and 
blessed us with his wonderful 
humor and affectionate nature for almost 30 years!  And 

he’s still attending our alumni breakfasts twice a month. We wish him many more!!! 
******************************************************************************************************* 

https://maps.google.com/?q=2083+N+250+E+%0D%0A+North+Ogden,+UT+84414&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2083+N+250+E+%0D%0A+North+Ogden,+UT+84414&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:J2B3S@msn.com

