
 

 

 

Cuatro Estados Newsletter             JUNE 2018
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 20-25, 2018 Rally 

OFFICERS 2018 
 

President, 

Newsletter Editor 

Rae Phillips 

Home 505-899-1273 

Cell 505-235-5992 

raecyp65@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

Genny Zawistoski 

Cell 505-294-5839 

ce.genny@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Lynn Buckingham 

Home 505-298-1239 

Cell 505-269-7822 

lynnbuck2@msn.com 

 

Secretary 

Sanna Obermiller 

Cell 239-841-4084 

Johnsanna@trailnet.com 

 

National Director 

Dessa Halasz 

Home 505-821-2814 

Cell 505-400-1431 

fhalasz@swcp.com 

 

Alt Natl Director 

MJ Brenner 

Home 505-771-0058 

Cell 773-267-1243 

rio355@aol.com  

 

Membership Directory 

Bob Coulter 

Home 505-814-1293 

Cell 505-274-1211 

coulter6@comcast.net 

 

Website & Facebook 

Manager 

Becky Coulter 

Home 505-814-1293 

Cell 505-553-5896 

coulter06@comcast.net 

 

FACEBOOK: 

Cuatro Estados 

FMCA Chapter 

 

Website: 

cuatroestados.com 
 

Definitely into the “hot” days of summer this month!  As usual, our 
June in the southwest has us all praying for our “monsoon” season to 
begin… NOW! But it’s also a time when we head AWAY from the 
desert heat … 

We’ve got a couple of busy, exciting months ahead of us, what with 
“double” rallies in June & July – including regional in June and national 
in July – in addition to our chapter rallies. We’ve got members 
heading to far corners of the country this summer … including several 
heading “north to Alaska” (send stories, share photos!) … while others 
stay “home” and grow those yummy vegetables (share please!)  Many 
of you have been to graduations and watched grandkids/great-grands 
head off to begin their new lives, including a few June weddings on 
the horizon. The adventures continue! 

If you attended the Angel Fire rally in May, you KNOW what an 
amazing time that was – in spite of the “early monsoon season” we 
experienced.  What we LOVE about Cuatro Estados:  even a LOT of 
weather won’t stop us from exploring and having a great time.  We 
have no doubt the rallies yet to come will be just as full of excitement, 
fellowship, and fun times (not to mention really good eats)! 

Reminders (see details): 

Creede – get in touch with Tom Krouse when you arrive re gatherings. 

Mueller – changed rallymasters to McVey/Skaug & Varley. 

Dolores – deadline has passed, but can still book. Call now!  And be 
sure rallymasters, Gene & Rosie Dorsey, know you’ll be attending. 

A couple of rallymasters are still needed:  For September’s rally at 
Canyon de Chelly in AZ, and November’s rally at Poncho Villa State 
Park (Columbus) in NM.  Please get in touch with me (Rae) if you can 
take either of these.  My last plea (for help with Dolores) brought fast 
results!  Here’s hoping this one does to!  Or – another thought – if 
YOU would like to hold/run a rally in a DIFFERENT location for either 
one of those two months, just let me know and we will change it!  We 
are ALWAYS up for new locations, new adventures …  
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JUNE RALLIES 
 

JUNE 6-10, 2018 -- REGION 1 RALLY (NM & CO chapters) 
Mountain Views at Rivers Edge Resort 719-658-2710 Creede CO 

Rallymaster:  Connie Jones, 719-499-9740, cljjlj@aol.com 
CE Coordinator:  Tom & Pat Krouse, cell 970-433-0531, 

tompatkrouse@bresnan.net 
 
Please be sure to let Tom & Pat know when you arrive and what site number you 
are in.  Their rig (or another member’s) will be gathering spot for our Cuatro 
Estados attending.  Happy hours, and perhaps day trips lead by Feltners, will be in 
addition to the Region 1 Rally activities.  You’ve all received repeated copies of 
their schedule, so won’t repeat here.  JUST HAVE A GREAT TIME!! 
 
 

JUNE 17-22, 2018  
Divide, CO -- MUELLER STATE PARK, Conifer Ridge campground 

Last we checked, there were no more sites available – We suggest try 
Alternate choice:  Diamond Campground, Woodland Park (about 10 miles away) 

800-410-0377 – full hookups (some of our members are booked in there) 
Rallymasters: Sandy & Steve Varley, 801-467-4535, sndyvarley@yahoo.com and 

Diana McVey/Bob Skaug, 951-445-2360, dondiana@verizon.net  
 
Colorado state parks charge a daily entrance fee (in addition to camp costs): 
$7/vehicle/day. Or you can pay $70 for annual pass, especially if you will be going 
to other CO state parks during the next 12 months. Tow vehicle (whether truck 
pulling trailer/5th wheel, or tow car attached to motorhome) gets free pass (no 
charge). Obviously those camped at Diamond Campground will have to pay this as 
well, anytime they come into the park.    
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE – note: rallymasters have changed, so the ones now in 
charge will probably be making changes to this, which will be discussed the first 
evening. Right now, we have three rigs who will be camped at the state park and 
three at Diamond Campground.  (Phillips had to cancel due to high elevation.) 
 
June 17, Mon – Arrival Day. 5:00 pm Wine & cheese party; bring your favorite of 
each.  Contact either rallymaster when you get set up to determine where you 
will all meet. 
 
June 18, Tues – Day to explore Mueller.  Check out Visitor Center exhibits, and any 
planned activities they offer. Get park info, especially all the many hiking trails. 
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Maybe do a short hike (interpretive ½-1 mile). After lunch back at camp, take a 
group hike in the afternoon.  Evening happy hour sharing heavy snacks for 
dinner. 
 
June 19, Wed – Pack a lunch. Leave at 9:00 am for Gold Belt Scenic Byway (mostly 
gravel/dirt, but 4WD not required), thru Cripple Creek along Phantom Canyon to 
Canon City area.  We will return via Shelf Road through 4-mile canyon – a little 
more ‘challenging’ as very narrow, cliff-hanging in places and rougher road.   [If 
you want to see/do the Royal Gorge Bridge, expect to pay ($19) just to park and 
hike/walk to get close enough to see it/cross it (on foot).  Apparently it’s been 
turned into one big amusement park (AAA description, not mine), and for $27 your 
general admission includes “unlimited aerial gondola rides, Playland, Plaza, 
Theater, Gift Shop, and of course places to eat.” If you do this, we suggest you 
come back via High Road which is paved but still scenic and will get you home 
much quicker.] On your own for dinner, after this potentially-long day.  Or stop in 
Divide; we understand there’s a really nice diner with good food. 
 
June 20, Thurs – Another kick-back day, hanging around the park; maybe organize 
a longer hike for the day. We’ll discuss options the first night.  Soup potluck; bring 
your favorite! 
 
June 21, Fri – Pack a lunch. 9:00 am depart for back country drive via historic Old 
Stage Coach Road (gravel/dirt) to Colorado Springs.  Can spend hours there and 
do dozens of great choices without going down into the busy-ness of the city, or 
head for home. Return is via Hwy 24 to Woodland Park.  On your own for evening, 
or if nice night, take a walk around campground visiting one another to work out 
kinks from riding much of the day. 
 
June 22, Sat – Cripple Creek day.  Spend part or all of the day enjoying the 
historic-but-tourista village. Tons of shopping opportunities, train rides and mine 
tours, many choices for where to eat lunch … and did I mention casinos?  Haven’t 
looked into it yet, but we may select a restaurant to meet for lunch.  Share 
adventures at Happy Hour that evening. 
 
June 23, Sun – Pack a lunch. We’ll “do” Florissant Fossil Beds Natl Park, ghost 
town of Guffey, Wolf & Wildlife Center, Eleven Mile Canyon, and maybe more.  
Farewell cookout (bring your own meat to grill, and side dish to share). 
June 24, Mon – Departure day; “Happy Trails to you, ‘til we meet again!” 
 

 



Past Rally … 
May 20-25, 2018 

Angel Fire Resort, Angel Fire NM 
Rallymasters: Don & Linda Feltner 

 
Attending:  Ackerman/Miller, Brada, 
Buckingham, Catalana, Eckel (Bill only), 
Feltner, Glasmann, Krouse, Lehman, 
Phillips, Pickthorn, Severson, Wallace, 
Zawistoski.  And guests: Richard & 
Claire Hanna, Van & Cay Jansonius. 

 What happens when you put 32 almost-strangers together?                  
Instant Cuatro Estados friends!  (And amazing potlucks!) 
 

 What happens when you try to lead 
16 cars through Taos & scenic drives?  Traffic jam!  (And sorta’ like herding 
cats …) 

At Vietnam Memorial, Angel Fire 

Cimarron Canyon 



 

 What happens when you get rains & wind every evening at happy 
hour/potluck time?  Be grateful for a beautiful clubhouse at Angel Fire 
Resort!  (And enjoy their fireplaces and outdoor fire pit) 

 What happens when you have 
first-time rallymasters running the show?     A creative schedule, great 
decorations, new adventures & discoveries … and a whole lot of fun!  
(Thanks Don & Linda!)   

 

 
 
 

Earthship Biotecture 



Lunch at St James Hotel, 
Cimarron 

 
 

 Lunch at Eagle Rock Lake  

Cleveland Mill, Mora 
Feeding Alpacas at Victory Ranch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REST OF 2018 CUATRO ESTADOS RALLY SCHEDULE 
Updated Info! 

Please pay attention to deadlines. Please confirm w/rallymasters if attending. 
 
July 18-21 -- Gillette WY.  FMCA Intl Convention, Cam-Plex. Reservation form and details in 
FMC Magazine, or online fmca.com. Chapter coordinator: MJ Brenner, rio355@aol.com. 505-
771-0058. Contact her if going. Since most of those signed up to attend so far will be arriving at 
different times (as volunteers), we will NOT try to meet and go in together.  So plan to contact 
MJ when you get set up, to tell her where you’re parked (they assign you a locator spot), and 
find out where she is – so you can get together for happy hours.   
 
July 24-31 – Dolores, CO. Dolores River RV Park, 970-882-7761, doloresrivercampground.com 
$40/night; pay for 6, get 7th free.  Be sure to specify you are with Cuatro Estados. Should have 
reserved by NOW, but there may still be sites available.  We’ll explore Hwy 145 area in the San 
Juan Mountains with many side trips (spectacular views, great jeep trails & hiking).  Nice rec 
room for our use as well, on Dolores River. Rallymasters: Gene & Rosie Dorsey, 505-974-1845, 
gene.dorsey@msn.com. Please let rallymasters know you will be attending! (Phillips will not be 
attending, so please, those already signed up, get in touch with Gene & Rosie!) 
 
Aug 20-26 –Granby, CO. Stillwater Campground on Lake Granby, Arapaho Natl Rec Area. 877-
444-6777, recreation.gov. Rallymasters: Jim & Joan Glasmann, jim_glasmann@msn.com  
(underline between m & g) 303-870-2964.  Should have booked by now. Campground is full 
except for 1st come/1st serve, but there are other campgrounds around the lake.  We’ll explore 
the quiet back side of Rocky Mountain National Park! Wildlife, uncrowded hiking trails, 
spectacular scenery, great kayaking/boating lakes.  Be sure to let rallymasters know you will be 
attending! 
 
Sept 26-Oct 1 -- Chinle, AZ. Cottonwood Campground, Canyon de Chelly Natl Monument, no 
reservations, $14 dry camping, run by Navajo Nation Parks & Rec. Rallymaster needed. Please 
offer to help! We’re doing this one back-to-back with October rally! In addition to exploring the 
canyon itself – along the overlooks and guided trip down in the canyon --we’ll also include 
historic Hubbell Trading Post and surrounding area.  (Or if you want to hold a rally elsewhere 
this month – and willing to be in charge – we’ll be happy to change dates/location! Just get in 
touch with Rae.) 
 
Oct 1-7 – Bluff, UT. Cadillac Ranch RV Park, 800-538-6195, 435-672-2262. Full hookups, pull-
through, $30. Rallymasters: Sandy & Steve Varley, 801-467-4535, sndyvarley@yahoo.com. 
They only have 14 total sites.  Suggest you reserve ASAP, as this is most popular time for this 
location. This is a great base for exploring many dramatic sites in the region, including Valley of 
the Gods and Monument Valley. 
 
Nov 5-12 –Columbus, NM. Poncho Villa St Park, (south of Deming) 877-664-7787, or via 
reserveamerica.com. $14, 30-amp elec. Rallymaster needed. Reserve by Sept 5.  This is a great 
location to just kick back and relax, day trip to City of Rocks and/or Rockhounders State Parks, 
or Hot Springs, etc. (Or if you want to hold a rally elsewhere this month – and willing to be in 
charge – we’ll be happy to change dates/location! Just get in touch with Rae.) 
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TRANSITIONS …  
Our lives are constantly evolving. And it’s time for another change in mine (Rae). 

 I will be stepping down from involvement with running Cuatro Estados at the end of this year. 
With Dub’s physical need to avoid higher elevations changing our future travel destinations, it’s 
time for us to head in a different direction.   

For almost 30 years Dub has cheerfully lead the Cuatro Estados on countless jeep trails, scenic 
drives, and caravans (“Circle Tours”). He’s provided “fixes” for many an RV issue, and advice for 
the rest …and served well in his capacity as “chapter agitator!”  

We’ve shown members parts of this country (and its wonderful hidden gems) they might have 
otherwise never discovered. We’ve shared our enthusiasm for the variety nature has to offer, 
and we hope an appreciation for all that’s around us – often in our own back yards – in this 
amazing country in which we live, work & play.  

I’ve created dozens of annual and monthly rally schedules and written countless newsletters … 
and helped keep the Cuatro Estados progressing and changing to reflect the ever-evolving 
RVing individuals that keep our organization so alive and thriving.  

Along the way, there are innumerable individuals that have served, & continue to serve, this 
chapter well.  Our chapter has been blessed to be a “family” of always willing hands to 
volunteer their time & effort, and make great contributions -- offering rally ideas that send us in 
new directions, creatively managing & running rallies, serving as our officers, maintaining 
chapter records & websites & facebook, and keeping us informed & organized – and always 
with helpful and cheerful attitudes that have made my tasks easy.  To those who have helped 
along the way, you are THE BEST and I am forever grateful. To say “I couldn’t have done it 
without you” is an understatement.  To those whom I’ve just met, who are already stepping in 
and taking over rallies even though “newbies,” I have unsinkable confidence you will pick up 
the torch and continue forward. It truly DOES take a village! 

It is time for me to “retire” and sit back and watch what Cuatro Estados transitions to … with 
YOU taking over!  

It’s been an AMAZING 30-year ride!   

Thank you all for sharing it with us – Rae & Dub Phillips 

 

Us about the time we first joined Cuatro Estados … and a much more recent photo of us 

 

 

 

 

 



JUNE BIRTHDAYS JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
(Numbers listed in parenthesis is the date, not the age!)   
(Doing the apha list backwards this time) 
 
Genny Zawistoski (27)   Karen & Roger REDMAN (23rd) 
Ron Wallace (17th)    Mary & Roy Manuszak (1st) 
Frank Thornton (13th)   Rochelle & Henry Landeros (17th) 
June Stroschein (2nd)   Paula & Gary Kology (28th) 
MJ Brenner (7th)    Joan & Jim Glasmann (11th) 
Edith Osburn (1st)    Lynn & Buck Buckingham (14th) 
Julia Lehman (6th)    Kathy & Paul Brada (21st) 
Jim Landers (2nd) 
Steve Fowls (16th) 
Loretta Brand (13th) 
Marja Ball (14th) 
 
 

 
 
 


