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THE PREZ SEZ … HAPPY FALL, YA’LL!
We are THRILLED to have eight new member rigs!
They joined at our Chapter Fair in Farmington. The
list was sent to all of you in a separate email
attachment from me. (More info in rally report in this
newsletter.) Please welcome them whenever you see
them at a rally!
Have you VOTED (FMCA to allow or disallow other types of RVs to join)?!? This will
greatly impact the future of FMCA, so please do so. Ballot can be found in latest two
issues of FMC Magazine … or contact me and I’ll send you a copy. As a chapter, Cuatro
Estados is greatly in favor of this, but you have the right to vote your own opinion as an
individual FMCA member.
You should have received the 2018 RALLY SCHEDULE in a separate email I sent out
recently. We have tried to expand the basic info about each location, to better excite
you about attending! Several of the locations will require you book as quickly as
possible, as soon as you can. We have selected locations that are popular for a reason:
they provide a base for adventure! We have also tried to include more state and
national lands with more scenic settings than a parking lot with hookups. Next … WE
NEED RALLYMASTERS! So be sure and look it over and VOLUNTEER! Please contact me
if you are willing to serve YOUR chapter. Rallies are only as good as the people willing to
help run them! Our 2017 rallies were great partially because we had such great
rallymasters.
Minutes from our Chapter meeting (held in Sept at Farmington) are also in this
newsletter. All officers agreed to continue another year (THANK YOU!) but we are in
need of a Newsletter Editor! Carl’s been doing it a few years, and ready for a break.
And I’d like someone who can do some of the writing (PLEASE!) – And hopefully able to
attend many of the rallies and stay in touch with our membership. You can produce it in
any style that you wish, so lots of opportunity for creativity! PLEASE let me know ASAP
if you can handle this, so we can get together.
Rae – raecyp65@gmail.com, 505-899-1273, 505-235-5992
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NEXT RALLY …
OCTOBER 18-23, 2017

LITTLE CREEK RV PARK
290 NM220, ALTO (RUIDOSO), NM 88312
Should have reserved by September 15th at 575-3364044 AND called Rallymasters John & Sanna Obermiller
239-841-4084 or 239-671-1245 PRINT THIS OUT IF
ATTENDING.
WED. Oct. 18th
5:00 p.m. Traditional Welcome Happy Hour with heavy snacks (bring
some to share, BYOB, & mess kit) at Obermillers weather permitting; if not, then in ‘rally room’ (separate building by
laundry near entrance)
THURS. Oct. 19th
10:00 a.m. -- Tour Spencer Theater, Ft. Stanton, and on to lunch at the Oso Grill in Capitan, home of Smoky
Bear. Continue to Lincoln, historic place of Billy the Kid.
5:00 p.m. -- Happy Hour in the rally room (or outside if weather permits)
6:00 p.m. -- Pot Luck dinner in the rally room. ALL dishes welcome, including meats.
FRI. Oct. 20th
9:00 a.m. -- Depart for Alamogordo - about a 45 minute drive down the mountain.
Tour the pistachio farm, up the hill to The Barn (an eclectic place of gifts and goodies).
Noon-ish -- Lunch at “The Lodge” in Cloudcroft.
5:00-11:00 p.m -- Octoberfest at the Ruidoso Convention Center. Lots of booths for food and drinks, vendors,
entertainment.
SAT. Oct. 21st
9:00 a.m. -- Leave for the Apache Ski Mountain. Zip lines and gondola rides available.
Lunch at the Inn of the Mountain Gods. A HUGE buffet, “Gathering of the Nations”.
5:00 p.m. -- Caravan to the Obermiller’s “out of town” place.
Heavy snacks (After that lunch, that’s all you’ll want! As Tweetie says, “Twust me”)
SUN. Oct. 22nd
10:00 a.m. -- White Sands, pack a picnic lunch. If you want
to stick around, you can go to the Space Museum in
Alamogordo with an I-MAX theater.
4:00 p.m. -- BYOB Happy Hour at the Obermiller’s
home: 106 Heath Drive, Ruidoso
6:00 p.m. -- BBQ dinner with fixings and dessert, iced tea.
MON. Oct 23rd
8-10 a.m. -- Donuts in the rally room, unhook, hugs, and
depart.
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RALLY REPORT…
Sept. 18-24, 2017
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAMBLE
McGee Park-County Fairgrounds, Farmington, NM

The turnout at this Area Rally was disappointing … for
everyone but the Cuatro Estados! Most years there have
been several hundred RVs in attendance; this year it was
only about 140 – way down from prior years. BUT … WE
had 10 rigs camped together originally: Catalana, Downs,
Feltner, Fowls, Manchester, Lehman, Obermiller,
Phillips, Redman, Rodilsky/Brenner, plus two more
parked with Frustrated Maestros, Buckingham & Halasz.
Then we started being friendly to our neighbors, met a
bunch more at the chapter fair, and added 8 more to our
list: Brada, Ackerman/Miller, Millar, Keith, Manuszak,
Severson, Stouffer, Wilson. So that made a total of 20
member rigs in attendance! IMPRESSIVE! We made
quite a crowd at our gatherings …

Arriving early on the 18th, we did our usual meet and greet (and eat!) that evening. A nice addition they added for
groups this year: we had a space in between our rigs large enough for our gatherings. Several members had
volunteered to work the Ramble (and some were put to work right away). Thanks to the following for doing so! MJ
Brenner and Gail Downs worked security, and the Obermillers and Redmans drove trams. (If I missed
anyone, please let me know!)
First day some of us went to the St Claire Winery & Bistro for lunch
(delightful!), then to tour the B-Square Ranch Electromechanical Museum
-- too crazy amazing to try to describe. Wednesday we explored the Aztec
Ruins National Monument, enjoyed a picnic on the grounds, then a few
continued to the B-Square Ranch Museum of
Fish & Wildlife – another unique collection.
The Ramble’s Opening Ceremony was that
evening, followed by music from a great
Country/Rock Band for dancing.
Thursday was the start of seminars and other
Ramble activities, including the
Chapter Fair, where we talked
with LOTS of people and gained
8 new members, followed by
other fun events. That evening
we had a great Mexican Potluck. BOY do we have some great cooks!!
Friday continued with Ramble activities, but the weather turned cloudy
and windy. Some of the ladies enjoyed the Ladies Luncheon where
the RMMA male officers donned wigs to serve the ladies (what a sight
to see!) We braved the weather to hold our annual meeting, then
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quickly scrambled to our separate coaches that evening. Rains fell that night, and the threat of more sent the
Saturday outdoor events indoors, so that was sort of a bummer (indoor picnic, no pet parade!)
Sunday dawned sunny and nicely apologizing. Not
many Ramble events scheduled, so many of us just
hung around camp visiting, a few left, and a few of
us went to the Harvest Wine Festival at Wines of
the San Juan that afternoon. A final Happy Hour
that night, followed by Closing Ceremonies – where
we were awarded $120 to cover the first year dues
for our new members! – And an entertaining fellow
from the New Christy Minstrels to close out the
Ramble.
ALL IN ALL, WE’D CALL THE RAMBLE A
ROUSING SUCCESS FOR OUR CHAPTER!
CUATRO ESTADOS ANNUAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 22, 2017
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAMBLE
FARMINGTON, NM
The meeting was called to order by President Rae Phillips at 5:15 p.m. There were 31 members present,
constituting a quorum.
Rae welcomed our new members who had signed up here at this rally. We had a total of 8 new couples join.
Secretary Sanna Obermiller read the minutes of the previous annual meeting, recorded by Dessa Halasz in the
secretary’s absence. There were corrections as follows: Vice President - Genny Zawistoski
Lynn Buckingham gave the treasurer’s report showing a current balance of $1012.48. She stated that she is
accepting dues for 2018. Rae reiterated for the new members that their dues are paid up to January 1,
2019. Their 2018 annual dues are to be reimbursed to our club at $15 for each new membership signed up at
this rally, as announced by Jack Mayberry, President of RMMA, at our opening ceremony. That’s 8 x $15 for a
total of $120.
Discussion of the badge format followed. The former company is out of business and new badges are much
smaller, with smaller print and harder to read. Lynn Buckingham will see if can get them to make larger.
National Director Dessa Halasz reported that the primary topic at the national meeting was whether to allow
towables in our chapters. The National Board voted to allow them; it is now up to each individual chapter & its
members to vote on whether they want to allow towables. Our club is in favor. Franklin pointed out that it’s the
younger folks who have towables, and FMCA needs to have more members. Rae dispensed copies of the ballot
which may be turned in at the office. For those not at this rally, the ballot is in the September, October, and
November FMC magazines.
For a moment of levity, Rae “modeled” a t-shirt which said: “Trailer Trash” with a bar below with sketches of a
motor home, 5th wheel, and trailer. “We’re all homeless people, living on wheels. Welcome!”
ELECTION OF 2018 OFFICERS:
Nominations were solicited. No one else agreed to accept a nomination, so all current officers agreed to serve
again:
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President: Rae Phillips
Vice President: Genny Zawistoski
Secretary: Sanna Obermiller
Treasurer: Lynn Buckingham
National Director: Dessa Halasz (who emphatically stated that it would be her LAST year)
Alternate National Director: MJ Brenner
Other non-officer volunteers who will continue also (what would we do without them!):
Becky Coulter, Webmaster and Facebook manager
Bob Coulter, Membership Directory editor/publisher
We are in need of a NEWSLETTER EDITOR. Please contact Rae Phillips if you would be willing to take your turn
at handling this important task!
Announcements:
Rae gave a quick overview of our 2018 rally schedule. She asked for Rallymasters to volunteer, and input on
suggestions for other places. She will send out an e-mail in addition to the newsletter. One interesting rally will
be the July 18-21, 2018 FMCA International Convention in Gillette, WY, followed by a post rally at Cheyenne
Frontier Days.
Rae offered copies of a flyer promoting the SOI Chapter’s Rose Parade Package Tour. Details are available
at soiclub.com. Our member, Frank Thornton, will be attending and would be happy to provide additional
information for anyone who wants to talk to him about it.
Dub Phillips explained the importance of an FMCA benefit: Emergency Travel Assist program. Dessa suggested
putting the phone number in your cell. There is a seminar Saturday about FMCA benefits at 9 a.m., room C,
which will include Travel Assist info.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sanna Obermiller, Secretary

Last rally of the year!
Nov. 8-13, 2017
ELEPHANT BUTTE LAKE STATE PARK, NM
Rallymasters – Everyone! (Contact person: Rae Phillips, raecyp65@gmail.com – please
let me know if you will be attending!)
Since no one stepped forward to be rallymaster, I’m declaring everyone attending will be “in charge.” However, I do
have many options for things to do and see, and will try and come up with a schedule later … unless YOU want to
volunteer? But two important things to note:
1. We will start the rally on Thurs, the 8th, rather than Friday.
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2. Elephant Butte camping now offers reservations year around, so if you want to attend, we suggest you book
NOW! This is also reason we decided arriving on Thursday would be better than
waiting until Friday when all the weekenders show up.
Probable day trips/activities might include: Hot Springs Bathhouse Historic District &
experiencing the hot springs first
hand at Riverbend right on the
river. Drive to Chloride Ghost
Town (and fun sites along the
way). Geronimo Springs Museum and Geronimo National Scenic
Byway. TorC Brewery hopping. Lake Valley Backcountry Byway.
PLEASE BOOK YOUR SPACE IN THE “DESERT COVE”
SECTION (w/e sites), AS THEY HAVE COVERED TABLES and
slightly more sheltered sites. I HAVE RESERVED SITE 15B;
please try to get close by in same loop. 15A&B is a double site,
with a double-size shelter that would be perfect for our group.
Reservations can be made through the NM state parks website, or directly with reserveamerica.com.
IF YOU’D LIKE TO BE RALLYMASTER, OR HAVE SUGGESTIONS FOR THIS RALLY, PLEASE GET IN TOUCH!

And for those interested, a CHRISTMAS PARTY in Albuquerque …
Buckingham's will host a Christmas party at their home on Saturday, Dec. 2, at noon. It will
be similar to the party last year; we furnish the turkey and gravy and you all bring something to
add to the feast. Please put this date on your calendar. There will probably be fun and games
and a gift exchange. More detail to follow. If coming from out of town, there are a number of
RV parks; or if don’t want to bring the RV, several of us are offering a guest bedroom/bath in
our homes (contact Rae Phillips if so). More in next newsletter.

Other items of interest from members …
From Steve Fowls
“Nandy & I were interviewed a couple months back by "Autumn Years" a local northern NJ magazine
for people with gray hair. They had heard about a life on wheels presentation I give at a local
community college. RVing is not as popular here as it is out west. But, it is becoming more popular
every summer. The below link will take you to the article. By clicking the arrows on either side of the
presented pages, you can read the story about us and see articles about other older members of our
area. We did tell them about FMCA & Cuatro Estados, but they did not include either in the publication.
Feel free to pass the link on to others.
http://www.omagdigital.com/publication/?i=434887#{"issue_id":434887,"page":36}

From Frank Thornton
“We are going to the Rose Parade rally hosted by SOI Club. The base camp is at Santa Anita Horse
Race Park, near Pasadena. Details are available at soiclub.com. Paul Mitchell has been our contact.
SOI is an FMCA chapter. They have been hosting this rally for the parade and related activities for
about 30 years. If others in Cuatro Estados would be interested in joining, we could have more CE fun.
6

ISSUE 10

Chapter of FMCA

OCTOBER 2017

If interested, I'd recommend looking at their site for details, and/or call me. [It’s the best deal around for
going to the Rose Parade!—Rae]
Another item from Rae Phillips
Alumni member Bob Faucette recently celebrated his 90th
birthday at a party given by his family, at a lovely home in
Abiquiu … which lasted through a couple of days. Attending from
CE were Buckinghams, Coulters and Dub & I. It was wonderful
to help with the celebration, and so much FUN! We just wish more
CE people who have shared so many camping memories with the
Faucettes would have been able to make it. We DO treasure our
alumni! They are the original backbone of making this
organization the family that continues to be today.

Happy Birthday

Happy anniversary

Sandy Brewer

Ball

Allen Buckingham

Eckel

Bill Eckel

Stouffer

Mary Manuszak

Williams

Art Nelson

2018 RALLY SCHEDULE
January 8-16 – Quartzsite AZ: Split Rail RV Park or Hi Jolly BLM area.
January 26-31 -- Borrego Palm Canyon campground, Anza Borrego State Park, CA
January 31 - February 6 – Sweetwater Summit Regional Park Bonita, CA (San Diego)
March 1-7 – Boulder Beach, Lake Mead Natl Rec Area NV (west of Vegas, near dam)
April 1-5 – Patagonia State Park, AZ
May 20-25 – Angel Fire Luxury RV Resort, Angel Fire, NM
June 17-22 – Mueller State Park, Divide, CO
July 18-21 -- FMCA Intl Convention, Gillette WY
Post rally July 21-26 – Cheyenne Frontier Days, WY
Aug 20-26 – Lake Granby, CO -- NFS Stillwater Campground
Sept 19-24 -- Canyon de Chelly Natl Monument, Chinle, AZ - Cottonwood Campground
Oct 8-14 – Bluff, UT – Cadillac Ranch RV Park
Nov 5-12 – Poncho Villa St Park, Columbus, NM
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