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Texas Hill Country – April 7 – 18, 2016 

Everyone should experience the blue bonnets of the Texas Hill Country and this is your chance! 
There is lots to see and do in this region:  
 Two outstanding state parks - rank in the top 10 of Texas state parks.   
 Historical landmarks- Alamo, LBJ White House, and early German towns 
 Great local BBQ cafes  

 Wine tasting- the Hill Country is known for its wine 

If interested, contact Rally Masters:  Ron and Genny Zawistoski 
505-294-5839 or         
ce.genny@gmail.com 
Reserve Your Sites Now!  

April 7-13 Fredericksburg, TX (6 nights- leaving the 13th) 
 Lady Bird Johnson RV Park, reserve at 830-997-4202 (full hook-ups) $35 
cash or check only. 
Five sites have been set aside for us.  Reserve your spot and notify Genny to 
count you in.  

April 13-18 - San Marcos, TX (5 nights- leaving the 18th) 
Pecan Park Riverside, San Marcos, TX 512-396-0070 or pecanpark.com $43 
full hookups 

Ten Days of Sightseeing and Activities 
 Activities near Fredericksburg: 
1.   Museums in Fredericksburg (Nimitz Museum is a must!)  
2.   Boerne 42 min /38 miles- tour winery 
3.   Wild seeds farms - Acres of wild flowers, museum in Fredericksburg/ Lunch/ Enchanted Rock S.P 
4.   LBJ western white house & Pedernales Falls S.P. 
5.   Hill country drive to see bluebonnets, visit winery on return. 
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Activities in San Marcos area:  
6.    Explore San Marcos' river walkway and town 
7.    New Braunfels - Wimberley glass works 
8.    Gruene- 30 min away- Historic German town, lunch, then visit winery in afternoon 
9.    San Antonio (55 min/52 mi) river walk and then boat ride along the canal 
10.  A day to tour area of your choice 

Other Options- 
  San Antonio- Sea World, Tower of the Americas (space needle), zoo - one of the better zoos. 
                         The Alamo 
    Austin- LBJ presidential library & beautiful State Capitol Bldg 
                 Lady Bird Wildflower Center in Austin - 55 min/30 miles - wildflower cafe for lunch 

ON THE WAY or RETURN – Caverns of Sonora   
Be sure to visit these outstanding caverns in Sonora TX - located 120 miles from Fredericksburg off I-10.  This 
is a warm cave- feels like 85 degrees inside.  Tours: $20; discount if you are camping there  - only guided tours 
with 12 or less people through 2 miles of beautiful caverns for two hours.  80% of visitors on Trip Adviser rated 
these caverns as "excellent".   Book your tour in advance (day before) to shorten your wait time.  For more info go 
to cavernsofsonora.com  
        Stay at Sonora Caverns RV Park, Sonora, TX, reserve at 325-387-3105.   
        Located 8 miles off I-10, $25 for full hook-ups, has a remote country atmosphere.  

“Fun Under The Sun” at February Rally 
Usery Mountain Regional Park, NE of Phoenix, was a 
new location for us for a rally, and it turned out to be an 
excellent choice!  Nice spacious sites in a beautiful 
Sonoran Desert setting.  

But who would’ve thought we’d be running our A/C at a 
February rally?!?  Well, we were … with temps in the high 
80’s during the day.  Surprisingly, it cooled down enough 
in the evenings to want our jackets and campfires.  

We pretty well kept with the original schedule; some days 
we offered adventures, others we left everyone to do as 
they pleased. And there were plenty of choices! 

Probably the most “adventurous” was driving the scenic, 
historic Apache Trail out of Apache Junction. Stops along the way can turn this into a full day of activities and then 
more. But we opted for Canyon Lake Overlook, Fish Creek Overlook & Fish Creek, lunch at Apache Lake, and 
Prickly Pear ice cream stop at Tortilla Flat on the return.  If you “google” Apache Trail, you can learn all about it 
and see some fantastic photos.  A great treat on the return was spotting a herd of Big Horned Sheep. Several of 
us posted photos on our facebook site, plus I’m sure Bill Eckel will be posting a movie of the rally soon. (We sure 
do LOVE Bill’s movies! He spends a lot of time putting them together and setting them to music.) 
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Other offerings in the region that we took advantage of:  A tour of Queen Creek Olive Mill (learned all about 
processing olives and the art of creating wonderful oils). Organ Stop Pizza (amazing theatre organ entertainment 
plus good pizza). Superstition Mountain Museum (watched ore stamp mill demo). Kayaking on nearby Saguaro 
Lake or hiking the many trails within Usery Park. Attended the Great Fair in Fountain Hills (“world’s tallest 
fountain,” too).  And of course we enjoyed gatherings each evening – mostly with everyone bringing enough food 
that we could forget about dinner!  

Attending were: Buckingham (‘camped’ at motel), Coulter, Eckel, McVey/Skaug, Obermiller, Phillips, 
Robinson, Zawistoski.  We were joined one evening by Frank Thornton and his new bride, Betsy whom some 
of us had not yet met. Thanks to Genny & Rae for planning such an adventurous rally, and to Ron for all his 
“male” help handling stuff around the camp, and more.  And to everyone else who – as usual – pitched in to help 
as needed. We were visited one evening by Jack Mayberry, FMCA Rocky Mountain Area VP & Pres of Rocky 
Mountain Motorhome Association (RMMA), Sr VP of RMMA and fellow Cuatro Estados member Jamie Erickson, 
and RMMA Region 2 VP Steve Varner.  Seen very briefly late one afternoon were Frank & Dessa Halasz who 
were in the area and came by to hand off their dog Flauta to Bill & Beverly Eckel for dog-sitting for 2 weeks while 
they go to Hawaii.  Frank has become the Rocky Mountain Frustrated Maestros President this year, so will be very 
involved in the Rocky Mountain Ramble (RMMA annual convention) in Farmington in Sept 

Quartzsite has been one of those locations that Cuatro Estados “grew up” on … Almost 20 years of CE coming 
here with many memories of past members makes this special for us.  The town has changed a lot, we’ve cycled 
through quite a few members attending, yet still the heart of CE is unchanged in its fellowship, fun, and adventure. 

Also to be mentioned:  Earlier in the month, we had members attending the Western Area Rally in Indio, CA:  
Buckingham and Halasz, both attending/participating as Frustrated Maestros members.  And Engleman and 
Phillips attended the Blythe Bluegrass Festival which had also been listed as CE event, enjoying wonderful 
musical entertainment the week before the Quartzsite rally. 

******************************* 
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The Prez Sez … 

Anybody ready for SPRING?!?  Although for those of us spending February in Arizona, it felt like it was already 
here what with loads of sunshine and 80-degree temps.  Now it’s time to load up the RV and go chasing 
Bluebonnets in Texas!  If you’d not yet made plans to join us, there’s still time! See info elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

Also be sure to check updated info and deadlines for upcoming rallies … it is a fluid “work in progress” as we 
proceed into the year!  Making your plans now will ensure you a spot, so you don’t miss any of the adventures we 
are offering this year. 

We’re having a tough time keeping up with where everyone’s been wandering these days!  Beckers just returned 
for a wonderful caravan trip throughout the Baja (Mexico) peninsula – and shared a travelogue/blog with us that 
was almost as good as being there.  Englemans have been sharing great photos of their time in Death Valley on 
facebook. (If you haven’t yet joined us on facebook, you are missing out on LOTS OF GREAT PHOTOS from all 
our travelers and our rallies!)  But we try to keep members informed during the month with individual emails too. 

We’ve sent out separate emails on sad news too.  Our hearts and prayers go out to Bill & Karen Appleby, whose 
daughter Danielle passed away Feb 5.  She fought a long tough fight with cancer. It is so unbelievable to lose a 
child; it's just not the "proper" order of life. Chuck Milhollin was recently diagnosed with bladder cancer. Roger 
Minner had a stroke a couple weeks ago, but prognosis is good for recovery.  And on another note re Minner: 

Mark your calendars:  There will be a Celebration of Life for Peggy Minner in Durango on June 3rd.  I am checking 
out RV parks so that we might make a mini-rally of it, prior to going on to Creede for the Region 1 rally. 

Please keep in touch so we can share YOUR news! – Rae 

May 11- 16, 2016 
Trinidad Lake State Park, CO     

Reservations: coloradostateparks.reserveamerica.com 
Rallymaster:  Bob and Becky Counter  at 505-553-5896 or coulter06@comcast.net 

We will try to gather in sites #1-13 in Carpios Ridge area of park. 
Firewood Notice: Do not bring firewood from out of state! 

Location:  approximately 250 miles from ABQ         May weather average - 75 highs and 44 low 
Trinidad Lake is located in a  beautiful setting in the mountains of southern Colorado, 4 miles outside 
of the town of Trinidad.  It has 800 acres of water ideal for numerous water sports.  

Outdoor Activities-- 
Biking, Birding, Boating, Camping, Hiking Nature Trails, Horseshoes,  Nature/Interpretive Trail,        
Fishing - rainbow and cutthroat trout, largemouth bass, channel catfish, walleye, and crappie.   
Wildlife viewing opportunities: turkey, coyote, and deer.  
Explore the mountain branch of the historic Santa Fe Trail in nearby Trinidad. 
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Other Possible Activities-  
1.  Legends highway drive- loop to La Veta-Cuchera  (55 mi/1:15 to la Vita) 
2.  Drive to Ludlow ghost town (20 miles)  
3.  Explore Trinidad- Victorian Architecture and trolley tour  - have lunch in town 
4.  Ghost story nite around the campfire- bring your best, scary ghost story to share around the fire 

                             For those who want to continue the adventure- 

May 16- 19  John Martin Reservoir State Park  (120 mi/ 2 1/2 hours from 
Trinidad) 

This is one of the largest reservoirs in 
Colorado and is known for its excellent fishing 
and water sports.    

The Lake Hasty Campground, located below 
the dam, has plentiful shade trees in most sites. 
All 109 campsites have electrical hook-ups and 
facilities including pay showers and laundry 
facilities.  

Reservations: 1-800-678-2267 
or online www.parks.state.co.us 

Rallymaster-  Diana McVey 
951-850-1566/dondiana@verizon.net    

Getting there- From Trinidad take the scenic drive along Highway 50 past  Las Animas to the small 
town of Hasty.   At Hasty turn right (south) on County Road 24 for 1 mile to the park entrance. 

The Rest of our 2016 Rallies 
Please contact rallymasters and volunteer to assist with a rally!  We need your help! 

June 8-12   Creede, CO- the 15th Region I Rally – Mountain Views at Rivers Edge RV Resort, call Helen for 
reservations 719-658-2710. Specify you are with RMMA Region 1 Rally. Deadline for reservations is April 15th! 
$30 for 30 amp, $32 for 50 amp.  Rally cost is $55 per coach (2 people). Rally fee includes Breakfast 4 mornings, 
Dinner 2 evenings. Saturday evening Creede Theater is $35/person (extra). For more information, go to 
rockymountainarea.com (select newsletters & blogs, then chapter newsletters, then region one newsletter Feb 
2016).  Contact- Jamie Erickson:  505-330-1380/ larryerickson9935@comcast.net or Connie Jones: 
719-499-9740/ cljjlj@aol.com. They need the rally fee in advance, and also need to know if you plan to attend 
theater.  Anyone want to be our chapter coordinator for this? 
    

July 11-15   Heaton Bay campground, Frisco, CO -- Reserve ASAP at recreation.gov or 877-444-6777.  
There are still six sites available w/o hookups.  Zawistoski will arrive on the 10th & depart on 17th, if you want to 
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also extend your stay. There are still a few dry campsites available, so plan to come join us!  Rallymasters- 
Sandy & Steve Varley 801-467-4535 or sndyvarley@yahoo.com; Genny & Ron Zawistoski site #B-14, 
505-294-5839 or ce.genny@gmail.com.  Heaton Bay is situated on a peninsula reaching into Dillon Lake, 
surrounded by the majestic Rocky Mountains. Just a mile or so from Frisco – a quaint historic village that is great 
to explore on foot. Lake Dillon offers all sorts of activities including boating, hiking trails, water taxi across bay to 
Silverthorne. Other activities may include visiting the famous ski towns of Breckenridge and Vail, as well as 
backcountry drives in the high country (where we should encounter lots of alpine wild flowers!) and much more.  

Aug 17-21   Red River NM - Red River RV Park 575-754-6187 - ask for Kay.  Need to send non-refundable $50 
check as deposit for a riverfront site,  to P. O. Box 777, Red River, NM 87558 specifying you are with CE.  They 
don’t take credit cards. Sites are right on the Red River  Music Fest (sort of a cross between a country western 
howdown & a Mardi Gras) runs 17-20th – “Larry Joe Taylor's 20th Annual Cool Mtn Nights and Hot Chili Days” – 
larryjoetaylor.com/red_river.htm.  Details & prices on events for all four days on website; can book in advance.  If 
not interested in the music, there’s dozens of other adventures awaiting throughout the area!  Rallymasters – 
Zawistoski, ce.genny@gmail.com.  
            

Sept 9-14 Albuquerque, NM - Cuatro Estados 30th Anniversary!!  Enchanted Trails RV Resort, 
800-326-6317 or 505-831-1000. Be sure to specify you are with our chapter when you make reservations. 
Located on far west Central Ave, at “Nine Mile Hill” in the outskirts of ABQ, adjacent to Camping World. 
Discounted rates are $29 for 30 amp, and $3 more for 50 amp. This was originally a Trading Post built in the late 
1940’s on Route 66, and has preserved the original look of the place while adding all the amenities. They even 
offer vintage travel trailers for rent if you don’t want to bring your own!  Lots of fun games and parties are planned!  
Ideas, suggestions, or want to help with the planning?  Contact Rae Phillips at raecyp65@gmail.com or call 
505-899-1273. 

Sept 21-26 Farmington, NM,  FMCA 32nd Rocky Mountain Ramble (RMMA Region),  McGee Park, 
Farmington, NM.  In the works are new ideas such as an outside movie one evening, but will again offer tours of 
Chaco Canyon, Salmon Ruins, and the San Juan Winery. You can check out more details at FMCA.com or the 
RMMA website: rockymountainarea.com.  The reservation form should be available soon as well.  Many of our 
chapter members enjoy volunteering in a number of areas, such as driving the trams or working security.  Our 
chapter coordinators are Sanna and John Obermiller- 575-258-4084 or johnsann@trailnet.com. 

Oct 4-9   Albuquerque - International Balloon Fiesta, $30/night for dry camping area. Free shuttle available to 
the balloon field to watch the mass ascensions in person, or stay at camp and watch them fly right over us. 
It’s an unforgettable experience! Make your own reservations, but we will plan to arrive together in order to park 
together. We’ll offer a lot of other activities once the balloons have flown for the morning.  Rallymasters – Rae & 
Dub Phillips, raecyp65@gmail.com or 505-899-1273. 
Nov --   Need suggestions for our final location of the year!  Probably someplace in southern NM?  Call 
Genny with any ideas.
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BIRTHDAYS

Cathy Soto 3/7 

Toni ONTIS 3/9 

Don FELTNER 3/16 

Joe VANNI 3/17 

Joyce WILLIAMS 3/19 

Susie Pickthorn 3/23 

Sandi Vanni 3/24  

Diana McVEY 3/24 

Bobb BARNES 3/26 

Steve VARLEY 3/28 

ANNIVERSARIES

Ron & Genny ZAWISTOSKI 3/30 

Bill & Chari White  3/31

DON’T FORGET cuatroestados.com for the latest CE news
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