
ISSUE 4  APRIL 2015

GALLUP, NM RALLY 
May 7-10, 2015


USA RV Park, approx. 130 miles W of Albuquerque

2925 W Hwy 66, Phone 505-863-5021


Rallymasters:  Lynn & Allen Buckingham, email: 
 lynnbuck2@msn.com or call 505 298-1239.  Please 
make reservations with the RV park, then   notify us.


Tentative Schedule


Arrival day, Thursday, 5 pm:  Meet for happy hour with heavy snacks, either at 
someone's rig or, if bad weather (wind?), at the sheltered stage area of the 
outdoor dining area.  We can plan what we would like to do for the rest of the 
rally.  Maybe play some board games?


Friday and Saturday suggested activities:

Visit Zuni Pueblo and the restored Our Lady of 
Guadalupe mission church, 36  miles S,  perhaps 
stopping for a picnic lunch in the national forest and/or 
going on a hike.  Visit Red Rock Park, administered by 
the city of Gallup.  There's a museum and trails.


Visit Hubbell Trading Post Historical Site with maybe a 
tour of the home there, 52 miles. 

Do a walking (or driving?) tour of 20 historical buildings 
within Gallup.
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View the 11 downtown outdoor murals.  Maps & info are available for both 
activities.

Go to the Saturday weekly flea market.

There is an "Arts Crawl" the second Saturday of the month, 7-9 pm with outside 
entertainment, food and open stores and galleries.

Dine at and explore the historic El Rancho hotel, "gathering place for the 
famous".

Eat at a restaurant frequented by the locals, Generos.  Food is very good, 
sopapillas are huge and the best ever but beware the salsa!

Have a cowboy dinner, prepared at the campground, in their outdoor dining 
area.

Or just relax and do your own thing.

We welcome other suggestions.  The point is to maybe learn something new 
and have a great time!


We need to make another exploratory trip to Gallup to check some of these 
things out but welcome any ideas you may have regarding this rally.  


 

Big Bend Rally 
 

MARCH 23-APRIL 3  
Monday, March 23, was arrival day at Maverick Ranch Resort  
in Lajitas, Texas.  By coincidence, Bill & Joyce Williams and David  
& Susie Pickthorn arrived at exactly the same time, and we were the only couples 
to make it as far as Lajitas!  We had met before at a couple of other rallies, but 
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really didn’t know each other very well.  So this was a great opportunity.  Family 
members Charlie and Elbie got acquainted and got along famously.  It was also 

Susie’s birthday.  Happy 
Birthday, Susie!  We spent 
the day just gearing up for 
the rigorous schedule.  Bill 
& Joyce visited the Barton 
Warnock Visitor’s Center 
during the afternoon.  
Everyone attended Happy 
Hour, for which Susie had 
made her famous 
antipasto squares and 
Joyce made weenie 
rollups.  Bill & Joyce had 
bought a large cupcake 
for Susie’s birthday, so it 
was divided into fourths 
and eagerly devoured.  

Tuesday, March 24, the fearsome foursome headed west on Highway 170, from 
Lajitas to Presidio, Texas.  It was an eye-popping trip for everyone!  First of all, 
this was a banner year for 
wildflowers, and all kinds were 
blooming profusely, most notably 
the Texas Bluebonnets.   
Now the Big Bend Ranch State 
Park, this is an incredibly scenic 
stretch of road, with high 
mountains, deep canyons, and, of 
course, the magnificent Rio 
Grande dominating the scene.  A 
sack lunch was had at Fort 
Leaton, which was not really a fort 
but a huge adobe private 
residence built in the 1800’s.  After 
the short drive into the sleepy 
town of Presidio, we returned to 
Lajitas for a combined dinner.  Joyce fixed burritos, and Susie fixed tacos.  
Guacamole and margaritas rounded out the menu.   
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Wednesday, March 25, the two couples drove west on Highway 170  
again, this time to navigate the 29-mile dirt road to the Sauceda Ranger Station 
and Historic District and beyond.  Once again, the wildflowers were the stars of 
the show, including Bluebonnets, Prickly Pear, Claret Cup, massive fields of 
“LYF’s” (Little Yellow Flowers), and thousands we couldn’t 
 identify.  After a leisurely lunch at the ranger station, we continued on to El 
Solitario Overlook.  “El Solitario” is a 9-mile diameter volcanic caldera, and the 
view was stunning!  Then we made the long drive back out to the highway and 
back to Lajitas.  The Pickthorns had let their laundry back up for weeks, so doing 
laundry was the highlight of the evening for them!  

Thursday, March 26, we drove into Big Bend National Park for  
the first time and did the “western swing.”  Immediately turning onto the  
14-mile Old Maverick Road, we headed for Santa Elena Canyon.  The highlight on 
Old Maverick Road is “Luna’s Jacal,” a low-ceilinged adobe structure in which 
Gilberto Luna had 3 wives (one at a time, Diana) and raised 7 children.  He lived to 
be 108 and died in 1943.  Upon reaching Santa Elena Canyon, Bill, Joyce, and 
David made the hike up the canyon wall and down into the canyon as far as they 
could go, with magnificent views all the way.  Lunch was had in the beautiful 
Cottonwood Campground, dominated by huge cottonwood trees for lots of 
shade.  Then we drove north on the Ross Maxwell Scenic Drive, making stops at 
the historic fort of Castolon, Tuff Canyon Volcanic Area, Mule Ears Viewpoint, 
Goat Mountain, Sotol Vista, and the Sam Nail Ranch.  There, David ran into an 
angry swarm of bees and was stung right on the top of his left ear.  Poor baby!  
Joyce spotted the embedded stinger and pulled it out with her fingernails, saving 
the day.  Yay!  

Friday, March 27, the 2 couples started the morning by visiting Terlingua Ghost 
Town, which isn’t really a ghost town any more.  Quite a few people have adapted 
some of the old ruins and made them into semi-modern homes.  The old church 
has been renovated, and the old hacienda has been made into a hotel. 
Nevertheless, it is a neat place to visit.  

Then we headed for the Chisos Mountains and “The Basin.” 
After taking the short walk to “The Window” Overlook, we had a great lunch at 
the Lodge Restaurant.  Descending from the Basin, we decided to take the 8-mile 
dirt road to the Grapevine Hills trailhead.  Bill & David decided to take a “short 
walk” a little ways up the trail.  The 2 old goats ended up doing the entire 2-mile 
hike, all the way to Balanced Rock.  The last quarter-mile was more or less 
straight up!  

Returning past the Terlingua Ghost Town Store, David had discovered Shiner 
Prickly Pear Beer.  Yes, that’s right!  He bought a 6-pack, and upon returning to 
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the campground, they all discovered that it was great!  So Bill and David returned 
to the store and bought 2 more 6-packs.  Susie also bought some Prickly Pear 
Jelly and some Texas Wildflower Honey.  All good!  We were all tired and just had 
leftovers for dinner. 

Saturday, March 28, we left Lajitas and drove the rigs to Rio Grande Village  
at the extreme east end of the park.  There, we had the long-awaited  
rendezvous with Vickie & Carl Becker, who had finally arrived after  
mechanical trouble with both their motor home and their Jeep Wrangler.   
When it rains, it pours!  We all got settled in and had  
dinner on our own.  Vickie had made gumbo and gave everyone some.  It was 
fantastic!  Thanks, Vickie!  After dinner, we drove to the Rio Grande Overlook for 
happy hour and to watch the sunset on the Sierra del Carmen, a beautiful 
mountain range that changes from white, to red, to deep purple as the sun sets.  
Wine & cheese capped off a perfect evening.  

Carl takes over for David as reporter. 
Sunday, March 30.  We walked the nature trail from the campground.  Amazingly 
in the desert there is a swamp.  More wildflowers, birds and great scenery.  A 
good intro to the west side of the park.  In the afternoon we took the unpaved 
River Road some twenty miles to the ruins of the Mariscal Mine.  Pre WW II this 
was a sometimes successful quicksilver (mercury} mine.  Carl and Vickie and 
Joyce head home to tend to the Beckers' furry companions.  Bill and Dave brave 
the heat and climb to the top of the bluff for a close-up view of the mining 
operation.  We enjoy a pot-luck communal dinner. 

Monday, March 31.  The Beckers, who now feel somewhat snakebit, discover a 
coolant leak pooling up under the Wrangler.  Dave and Carl drive the jeep across 
the park to a mechanic’s garage.  The mechanic is very busy- looks at it and 
basically says it is no big deal.  Perhaps overfilled.  So the Beckers carry coolant 
and “keep an eye on it”.  In the afternoon we do the very scenic, fairly short but 
steep hike into and out of Boquillas Canyon.  Very hot, very pretty. 
We share some “heavy snacks” in the evening. 

Tuesday, April 1.  A short drive and a short scenic walk past the ruins of a spa-
resort and ancient pictographs and petroglyphs takes us to the hot springs.  We 
enjoy a leisurely soak - for a while having it all to ourselves.  Later we do the very 
interesting Dagger Flat Drive.  We are continually awed by the variety and beauty 
of the wildflowers.  All that care to are making significant additions to the bird 
lists. 

Wednesday, April 2.  The Williams depart early in the AM and we are sad to see 
them go.  We drive to the Basin and David, Carl and Vickie walk the 1.5 Chisos 
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Basin Loop.  We head to the Chisos Mountain Lodge for lunch.  Unfortunately 
there had been an electrical fire and David was unable to get the famous Texas 
Toothpicks appetizer.  Nevertheless we had a very nice lunch.  Back at the 
campground we all tend to various necessary chores. 

Thursday, April 3.  As the Beckers are finishing breakfast there is a loud crash and 
their RV shakes violently.  A departing camper has failed to put their awning up 
and smacked into the drivers side of the windshield.  Snakebit!  But the people 
are very nice, super apologetic and immediately provide the necessary insurance 
info.  Hopefully the semi-shattered windshield will hold together till we are at a 
place to get it repaired. 

Our adventure for the day is a border crossing into Mexico to the small village of 
Boquillas.  The border has just recently reopened and there is now a small but 
state of the art immigration facility on the US side.  A Mexican rows us across the 
Rio Grande - $5 RT each.  We opt to pay to ride in a truck for the 3/4 mile journey 
into town.  After clearing Mexican immigration there, we are directed by our local 
guide Martin to one of the two restaurants.  $7 gets you 4 items - pick-em - tacos, 
enchiladas and/or tamales.  Tasty.  Walking about town we do some shopping, 
mostly window shopping.  At the other restaurant Dave and Joyce sample the 
Sotol liquor.  It is a toss-up which was worse - the Sotol or the Viejo singing badly, 
loudly with an out of tune guitar. 
 

We hope you all get to Big Bend - a wonderful 
place. 
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CAVALCADE OF RV’S 






JUNE CARAVAN TRIP—ACROSS UTAH & NORTHERN AZ 

Month of JUNE    
Touring through Utah backcountry & parts of Arizona. Rallymasters: Rae Phillips (raceyp65@gmail.com) 
& Diana McVey (dondiana@verizon.net). From each base camp we’ll offer a variety of scenic drives, 
dramatic hikes, interesting history, exciting float trips, backcountry byways, tranquil settings & starry nights. 
Make your own reservations. RSVP to Rae too, please. We are limiting this trip to 10 rigs, but more are 
welcome of join us at any location. 

6/1 Mon. (4 nights), Dinosaur National Monument, Green River Cpgd (8 mi no of Jensen, UT). Reserve 
sites in Loop B (6 mos advance, recreation.gov, 877-444-6777), dry camping, no facilities.  For those who 
need hookups, can camp Fossil Valley RV Park in Vernal UT.  Day 1: Enjoy the Visitor Center, then take 
shuttle to Quarry site and “hike through time” to view dinosaurs still in the soil. Day 2: For those interested, 
long drive into CO and the amazing areas of Dinosaur Monument on that route (all day). Day 3: Green 

River raft trip, $96, all day, 9 miles, through Split Mountain & class 
III rapids.  

6/5 Fri (4 nights), Flaming Gorge Natl  Rec Area, 42 mi no of 
Vernal, reserve sites in Cedar Springs or Deer Run cpgds (6 mos 
advance, recreation.gov, 877-444-6777), dry camping, dump stn, 
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showers available. Cedar Springs closest camp to water; Deer Run has the dump & showers. (Both have 
only 14-16 sites; if booked, will have to go south across highway to Firefighters Memorial Campground. ** 
Check with Vernal museum (Dinosaur Natural History Museum) if there’s room to park all the RV’s, and can 
do this in route to campground. Day 1: Drive to Visitor Center and Flaming Gorge overlook.  Day 2: Drive to 
Sheep Canyon, Manila.  Day 3: Drive to Dutch John area; raft trip for those interested. 

6/9 Tues (1 night), Fossil Valley RV Park 435-789-6450, Vernal, UT, partial or full hookups, all facilities. 
Afternoon at Dinosaur National History Museum; wonderful info on geology, paleontology, and history. (This 
location also gives us a chance to shop and do laundry.) 

6/10 Wed (3 nights), Huntington State Park, Junc. Hwys 10/31, 20 mi so of Price, (4 mos advance, 
reserveamerica.com, 800-322-3770), some hookups, showers, dump.  Day 1: Back country drive to 
amazing San Rafael Rift and Wedges Overlook. Day 2: Drive scenic Hwy 31, Electric Lake, Eccles Canyon, 
loop back via Scofield Lake. 

6/13 Sat (4 nights), Capital Reef Natl Park, camp at Thousand Lakes RV Park, Torrey UT,  
(435-425-3500), hookups, amenities. Day 1: Visitor Center, and main scenic drive, with side hikes into 
canyons. Day 2: Drive Notum Rd to Burr Trail, & 4WD route to hike to Waterpocket Fold overlook. Or, 
assorted hikes available.  Day 3: Back country drive to the northern end of park, some 4WD. Or assorted 
hikes, offered on Day 2. 

6/17 Wed (3 nights), Grand Staircase-Escalante Natl. Mon, camp at Canyons of Escalante RV Park 
(888-241-8785), hookups, in Escalante UT.  Day 1: Drive Hole-In-Wall Road to Devils Garden, and more 
serious hikes beyond.  Day 2: Choices: Travel back to Boulder and go out to Long Canyon. Or loop drive 
into Hell’s Backbone, Box-Death Hollow Wilderness Area. Or backtrack to Calf Creek to hike to falls. 

6/20 Sat (4 nights), Bryce Canyon Natl Pk, camp at Bryce Canyon Pines Cpgd (800-892-7923), hookups, 
just west of park.  Three days to explore all the parts of Bryce Canyon, and drive/hike an enormous variety 
through the region. 

6/24 Wed (5 nights), North Rim Grand Canyon, camp at Kaibab Camper Village (928-643-7804), 
hookups, Jacobs Lake, AZ (or can dry camp at nearby Jacobs Lake NFS cpgd). Again we have so many 
choices for exploring the North Rim; many side trails and hikes. Maybe a lunch at the historic lodge and 
overlooks.  And a day’s side trip to Lake Powell, Vermillion Cliffs, or Lee’s Ferry. (More info on schedule 
while here will be published at a later date.) 

2015 Cuatro Estados Rally Schedule 

(updated Feb 5) 

May 7-10  Gallup, NM, USA RV Park, 505-863-5021, 2925 Hwy 66. $32.58 full 
hookups w/ FMCA discount and tax inc. Rallymasters: Buck & Lynn 
Buckingham, lynnbuck2@msn.com, 505-269-7822. Reservations by Mar 7. 

June 1-24   Utah Caravan Trip. Rallymasters:  Rae & Dub 
Phillips, 505-235-5992, raecyp65@gmail.com, assisted by Diana McVey.  Join us 
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for any or all! See November newsletter & separate email from Rae. Important 
reserve Dinosaur Natl Mon (6/1 for 4 nights) and Flaming Gorge NRA (6/5 for 4 
nights). Reserve both by first week in December. RSVP Rae when these 
reservations are made. 

June 24-29   North Rim of Grand Canyon, Kaibab CampeRVillage, Jacobs Lake, 
AZ, 928-643-7804, Full hookups $36, dry camp $18.  Rallymasters: Diana 
McVey, 951-850-1566, dondiana@verizon.net, assisted by Rae & Dub Phillips.  

*June 4-7         Riana-Abiquiu Lake, NM, 14 elec, 40ft sites, (reserve spaces 1-7 
or 9-15), no host rally, make reservations online @ 
Newmexicostateparks.reserveamerica.com 

June 11-14    14th Region I Rally- Bayfield Riverside RV Park, Bayfield, CO, 
970-844-2475, Rallymaster: Jamie Erickson, 505-330-1380 or 
Larryerickson9935@comcast.net 

July 9-12        Westcliffe, CO (near Walsenburg, CO) High Mountain Hay fever 
Bluegrass Festival (for area charities) 719-371-1389, http://
highmountainhayfever.org/,dry camping $10 entire festival stay. 4 day festival 
pass $70. Rallymasters: Steve & Sandy Varley, sndyvarley@yahoo.com , 
801-467-4535. 

*July 16-19     Cochiti Lake, NM State Park, elec/non-elec sites, no host rally, 
make reservations online @ newmexicostateparks.reserveamerica.com 

Aug 18-22        Pendaries, Rociada, NM (Las Vegas, NM)  Pendaires RV Park, 3 
Park Place, Hwy 105, Rociada, NM 87742, www.pendariesrvpark. (505) 
454-8304, $30-39, full hook ups. Rallymasters: Ron & Genny Zawistoski, 
505-294-5839, genznm@yahoo.com Reservations by Jun 18. 

Sept  21 - 28   Canyon de Chelly (21-23) Cottonwood Campground, Chinle, 
AZ. Dry camping, $14 per night, no reservations, 93 sites up to 40ft rigs. 
http://navajonationparks.org/htm/canyondechelly_camp.htm   Monument 
Valley,UT, Goulding’s Campground, 1000 Main St. Monument Valley, UT 845336, 
www.gouldings.com, (435) 727-3235 Group rate $48.49 inc tax w/ 10 rigs. 
Rallymasters: Franklin & Dessa Halaz, 505-263-1930, fhalasz@swcp.com; 
Co-rally masters Bev & Bill Eckel. Reservations by July 22. 

Sept 29-Oct 3 Farmington, NM, FMCA Rocky Mt. Ramble, Need Coordinators: 
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Nov 14-18  Bosque del Apache,NM (Festival of the Cranes Nov 17-22)Bosque 
Bird Watchers RV Park, 1481 New Mexico 1, San Antonio, NM 87832, (575) 
835-1366. Reservations by Sep 14. Rallymasters: Jann & Barry Engleman, 
jcengleman@yahoo.com, 970-390-4074. 

BIRTHDAYS: 

Olene Robinson   4/4

Dorothy Troy 4/20

ANNIVERSARIES:

Carter & Karen Brower   4/17

Joe & Norma Coonrod   4/25

Ed & Edith Osborn   4/30
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I Can Tell You Stuff … by Rae P 
Many THANKS to BOB COULTER for the GREAT JOB he did on the 2015 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY!  
We really like how he changed it to show the photo next to the info on each member. Given how many 
times we attend a rally and have folks there we’ve never met before it is nice to be able to look them up in 
the directory.  (Of course remembering to wear your membership badges at rallies … if you can find them! 
… is a big help also.) 

Anybody (on facebook) see the great video posted by Bill Eckel on the March rally? He is our “go to” guy 
for capturing some great photos. We sure appreciate the time he takes to put these together. Also – be sure 
to remember to thank Carl Becker for continuing to do such a great job on our monthly newsletter!  
Sometimes it’s a challenge, waiting for input from others, or adding it to the other “things” he is dealing with 
(see comments below). 

It’s never too early to start thinking about 2016:  Who’s going to run the Cuatro Estados chapter next year? 
Who’s willing to step up and take their turn at being an officer? Who will do the membership directory then? 
Who will do the newsletter?  Where would you like to have a rally next year? Who’s going to set up the 
schedule?  And – if we have suggestions – who do we send them to? Well, we DO still have a President – I 
think! -- (even though he’s been residing in South Carolina this winter). Hopefully he will “rejoin” us soon … 
and be the person to give suggestions to? (How about it, Obermillers?) 

Some of our snowbirds are returning to their roosts (and in my case, sad to be home because too many 
chores await!)  While our fulltimers are still out there wandering around the country. Vickie Becker has not 
only recovered beautifully from her hip replacement, but is already out there doing multiple miles hiking!  
Beckers have also been “challenged” with being “homeless” for quite some time, while their motorhome 
was having repairs. Then their jeep gave them problems.  But we love their attitude through it all! 
Englemans are back in Colorado, waiting for a new grandbaby. Herrs are settled into their wonderful “jobs” 
back at Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge in Florida and already Carol is posting outstanding wildlife 
photos that we so enjoy on facebook and on her blog. Health issues are, sadly, plaguing some of our 
members. Becky Coulter is missing out on the Big Bend rally -- that she so thoughtfully planned -- due to 
issues with her Dad and the need to relocate both parents. We’re so sorry, Becky, on both accounts!  But 
Patricia Manchester is back home, albeit with much therapy to face, and we wish her and Bill the best with 
this latest challenge.  I ran into Bill Warshauer in Costco last week, and he’s joined Dub in sporting 
equipment to help him breath better.  We heard that Donna Twining wound up in the hospital with heart 
issues; wishing her a speedy recovery! 

So what’s happening with the rest of you?  I go through the directory, and see your names (and now your 
photo next to your name, in most cases) … but we haven’t a clue what you’ve been up to, and we haven’t 
seen you at a rally in a long time.  So post something on facebook, or send me an email 
(raecyp65@gmail.com) – I won’t publish it if you want to keep it a secret, but I personally would like to hear 
from YOU!

�11

mailto:raecyp65@gmail.com

