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JOIN IN THE FUN ... ATTEND OUR RALLIES ... "WE HAVE THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE!"

cuatro estados news
Chapter of FMCA June 2013
cuatroestados.com Facebook Group: Cuatro Estados FMCA Chapter
________________________________________________________________________

CHANGES ARE BEING TRIED …

We are trying a new format this month, so we can include photos. I’m writing the newsletter in MS Publisher program, then
converting it to a “pdf” file — which should be readable by any computer, no matter what programs you may or may not
have. If anyone has a problem downloading, please let me know!

Rae
___________________________________________________________________________________________

JUNE 5-10, 2013

LITTLE CREEK RV PARK
575-336-4044

Ruidoso (Alto), NM
Rallymasters: Sanna & John Obermiller
johnsann@trailnet.com, 575-258-4084

This park in the foothills of pine-covered mountains has full hookups for $30.09 and a rec hall to hang out. We hope you
already have your reservations, as the cutoff was April 5th, and last we heard they were full. However, if you've decided
you would like to attend after all, call the park & check; they might have had a cancellation. You should've also notified
Sanna & John that you will be attending. Think we are finally getting a good turn out for a rally — 10 rigs!

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5th
4 p.m. until we quit -- The traditional “Welcome happy hour”-- Bring heavy snacks and your drinks. Be sure to check the
Message Board every evening for the next day’s schedule. There might be some “adjustments” to the schedule you’re
reading now.

THURSDAY, JUNE 6th
9:45 a.m. Line up for departure. Be sure to carpool if you can.
10 a.m. Tour the Spencer Performing Arts Theater. Continue on to Ft. Stanton to tour the cemetery, grounds, historic
buildings, museum and gift shop. We’ll have lunch at the Smokey Bear Restaurant in Capitan, then tour the historic town
of Lincoln. The cost of the tour is $1.
5 p.m. Happy Hour before a pot luck dinner in the rec hall.

FRIDAY, JUNE 7th
8 a.m. (or to be determined) Pack a picnic lunch and caravan to the Travel Center (part of the Inn of the Mountain Gods).
They have a $ 2.99 breakfast: 2 eggs, 2 apple wood bacon, choice of bread, coffee and hot chocolate. Now you see why
we wanted to leave EARLY! We’ll continue on to the Inn of the Mountain Gods, with a casino. This newly remodeled
facility is home to many conferences and meetings from all over the country, On to the Hubbard Museum of the American
West and the adjoining Billy the Kid Byway. We will eat a picnic lunch in the park in Ruidoso Downs.
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4 p.m. Happy Hour (no snacks) because we are going to the Flying J Wranglers dinner and western show. There’s a
neat little gift shop, too. Cost is $ 25 per person, and you get a GREAT show with the cowboy chuckwagon type meal, all
cooked on-site by the performers. Wear your Cuatro Estados T-shirts & badges!!

SATURDAY, JUNE 8th
10 a.m. Caravan up to the ski lodge, owned by the Mescalero Indians. Spectacular views from the road. Back to the
village of Ruidoso to check out the shops and have lunch at one of the quaint restaurants, or we can have a picnic lunch in
the village park. Optional.
5 p.m. This is the “hosts provide the meat, you bring the sides” night. We will be going to the Obermiller’s
home. We’ll cook the meat there, have ‘frig and oven space for your side dishes. BYOB. We will have carbonated drinks.

SUNDAY, JUNE 9th
10:30 a.m. Depart for a scenic drive to the mountain village of Cloudcroft. After walking the boardwalk to check out the
shops, we’ll continue down the mountain, through the tunnel, and have lunch in Alamogordo at "Peppers." Full menu,
variety. Located at the other end of Alamogordo is the New Mexico Museum of Space History. If you didn’t go during the
Alamogordo rally last year, this is your chance. Combo tickets are $ 9. That includes admission and the I-MAX theater
show. There’s an air show (you are flying the plane) at 10, 12, 3. There’s another one with telescopic views of earth at 11,
2, 4. Some might want to return to the park (about 45 minutes).
Dinner: You’re on your own for dinner. We might want to carry our plates to the rec room. We’ll figure that out at the time.

MONDAY, JUNE 10th
8 to 9 a.m. Continental breakfast at the rec room. One more chance to say “goodbye”.

REMINDERS: Be sure to wear your badge to all events. We have several new members and this will help them.
Check the message board every evening. Bring your setup stuff (plate, napkin, silverware, drink) to the meals.
You may bring games for the rec room. Of course, Flo and Sanna will have the never ending jig saw puzzle
table. You’re invited to help with it.

DIRECTIONS:
From the north: Exit I-25 at MM 139,10 miles south of Socorro. You’re on Route 380 to San Antonio. Continue on 380 to
MM 73, turn right on Route 37. Dead end into 48. Turn right. Go to MM 10.5, left on Airport Road, Route 220. Elk Cabins
will be on your left. The Little Creek Campground will be your right, about 2 (1.9) miles.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

June 19-22, 2013
FMCA Family Reunion (Convention)

Gillette, WY

Last we heard, there were several of you going — Barnes, Buckingham, Downs, Eckel, Feltner, Hoffman, Rozdilsky/
Brenner, Twining, and maybe more I haven’t heard about — but not all together! Some will be attending with other groups,
and some will be volunteering as Cuatro Estados representatives (THANKS!). If you’ve paid any attention to information in
FMC Magazine, there’s a great line up of entertainment, events, activities, and more! Suggest you take your Cuatro
Estados Membership Directory with you so that you can get in touch with each other … and maybe plan a happy hour or
two together? Anyone interested in attending the “Chapter Fair” and representing us? Please call me (Rae) so I can get
“stuff” to you for it. Lynn will have some of our chapter brochures with her. We’d appreciate it if you’d carry one around with
you, in case you meet up with some potential Cuatro Estados members. Hope some of you are planning to take advantage
of the location and visit some of the many other wonderful things in the region: Devils Tower, Black Hills, Mt Rushmore,
Crazy Horse, & more. And have a great time!
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LAST RALLY …

May 6-10, 2013
Roadrunner RV Park, Pojoaque, NM
Rallymasters: Lynn & Allen Buckingham

We almost broke the size record on this one! It was a real fun rally but with only Obermillers, Phillips and Buckinghams
attended. We missed you all! We decided is was an “officers retreat,” since we had the Secretary, Treasurer, and
President there...

Our first day, Monday, turned out to
be windy and wet so we had our
heavy-snack pot luck in Phillip's
coach. (30 ft with no slides, so we
were “cozy!”) The theme was Cinco
de Mayo and Rae had some great
food and I (Lynn) pigged out on
Sanna's “hot tamales” (photo at right). Some were lured by the call of
the slot machines at Cities of Gold casino that evening. And most
came out ahead that evening or the next day after receiving $5 for
signing up for a card and another $5-$10 free play credit to go with
it. Good deal!

Tuesday morning was chilly but a beautiful day to take a tour in an open trolley around Santa Fe. The art one sees in this
city continues to amaze! If you get a chance to do a trolley tour, the $15 is well worth it. We did a Loretto Line tour. We
learned that there aren’t all that many “real” adobes in Santa Fe; they’re made of brick or other material, but finished in
stucco adobe style. Afterwards we went into the beautiful Loretto Chapel to see the famous free-standing staircase, and
hear about it’s mysterious creator. Buckinghams had to go back to Albuquerque for a meeting that afternoon but lunch at
“The Shed” was enjoyed by the others.

Wednesday we did a van tour to the cliff-top Puye
ruins, complete with a local tour guide. Very
interesting and we had a chance to climb down into
a ceremonial kiva. We could’ve climbed from down
below into the Cliffside dwellings, but that looked
like too much hard work! After a picnic lunch, we headed back to Pojoaque to the Poeh Art Museum, displaying stunning art
work by artists from the surrounding Pueblos. Dinner that evening was at the casino buffet. The food was excellent and
enjoyed by all. Think everyone put a few coins in the machines, and Rae even hit a $33 win on second spin using the
casino’s $10 free play she’d received.
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Thursday was Chimayo Day. Obermillers and
Buckinghams, with John driving, had a very detailed
map from Rae but managed to get lost anyway in that
great metropolis! In doing so, we found Ortega's
Weaving Shop and a real cool gift shop next
door. After shopping for over an hour, we again
began to drive in circles but finally asked a local how to find the Rancho de Chimayo restaurant. Rae and Dub joined us
there and we had a delightful lunch at one of the 100 best restaurants in the country!

Some of the afternoon was spent in the Sanctuary Chimayo Mission area. We (Buckinghams) hadn't been there for many
years and there is so much more to see now. Sadly, the old mission chapel appears to need some restoration work. The
drive back to camp was through the Nambe Pueblo and Falls area (lovely scenery). We all drove to the gateway to the falls
but only Rae did the difficult, steep hike to the top. Brave girl! (First time I ever paid $15 to take a hike: $10/vehicle plus $5
for camera —Rae)

Our farewell happy hour consisted of some yummy snacks and good conversation once again in Phillip's cozy rig, because
the wind was (again, still) blowing and rain was threatening (rained later that night). Departure was Friday morning, after
thoroughly enjoying our visit to this area so rich and famous for its history and art.

(Thanks to Lynn & Allen for being rallymasters, and to Lynn for putting together this report!)
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————

AND STILL TO COME ...

July 16-21, 2013
BLACK BARTS RV PARK

928-774-1912
2760 East Butler, Flagstaff, AZ

Rallymasters: Rae & Dub Phillips, raecyp65@gmail.com
505-899-1273, 505-235-5992

Even though the deadline has passed for reservations, you may still be able to get a space if interested in going at the last
minute. Just call the park and check. We only have the following listed as attending so far: Appleby, Buckingham,
Obermiller, Phillips and their guests, Gail & Gary Northrup. Since we didn’t make the 10 rigs needed for group discount,
the rate will be $24/night. Remember AZ does NOT change to Daylight Savings Time. So it’s with Pacific Time now.

July 16, Tuesday — Arrival Day — 4:30 pm (5:30 mountain time, if you haven’t yet set your clocks back) Wine & Cheese
Party. Bring a bottle of your favorite wine and a chunk of cheese or your favorite snack to have with wine.
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July 17, Wed — 9:00 am — Bring a picnic lunch. Depart for Wupatki National Monument and Sunset Crater National Park
(free if have Golden Age or Senior Pass). Wear sturdy shoes if wish to do any hiking. Couple of 1/2 mile walks at Wupatki to
see ruins up close & personal, plus Visitor Center. At Sunset Crater, we’ll eat our lunch in the picnic area in the shade.
There’s a fairly easy one mile round-trip loop trail exploring a variety of volcanic formations, or a steep 1 one mile RT trail
that climbs a cinder cone, plus a great Visitor Center. If time permits, we’ll take a side loop road through a part of the forest.
5:30 pm — Dinner & Show at Black Barts.

July 18, Thurs — 8:30 am — We’ll head south on I-17, take Schnebly Hill Road (dramatic scenery, rough road) down into
Sedona, have lunch in town, then return via Oak Creek Canyon to Flagstaff.
Happy Hour upon return; dinner on your own.

July 19, Fri — 9:00 am — Bring a picnic lunch. We’ll tour the Riordan Mansion (amazing place)($10) and have early lunch
there, then on to Lowell Observatory ($10) in time to make the 1 pm and 2 pm tours. Both will give you a chance to see all
the grounds and buildings (only available as guided tour, included in price); plus we’ll allow time for exploring & movie in
Visitor Center.
5:00 pm — Mexican Dinner provided by rallymasters ($5/couple rally fee).

July 20, Sat — 8:00 am — Bring a picnic lunch. Departure time for those who wish to take a Ranger Walk at Walnut
Canyon National Monument (easy, leaves at 9:00 am, along the rim to original Rangers cabin overlooking ruins. 2 hours.)
Or come later & join us at lunch 11:30 am, then stay and hike the Island Trail down into the canyon ruins. This hike goes
down 185 ft with lots of steps that you must come back out on. Rest of the afternoon on your own.
5:00 pm — Cookout. Bring your own meat and a side dish to share.

July 21, Sun — For those wishing to stay over, we may offer a day of back country drives, up to a great overlook of the city,
then around through the forests north of town. Pack a lunch.

___________________________________________________________

And the rest of the rallies ... PLEASE observe reservations deadlines!
Dates are arrival & departure days.

Aug. 19-24 -- Creede, CO, Mountain Views Rivers Edge, 719-658-2710, $33 full hookups-30 amp, rec hall. Reserve by
June 19th. (Note: Deadline has been extended! So come join us!) Also tell Rallymasters: DJ & Jack Hoffman,
jphffmn@aol.com, 505-828-9458. This is always a perfect place to base for exploring all the spectacular scenery in this
region. There's also the Creede Theatre; we'll probably attend at least one of the shows.

Sept. 5-10 – Buena Vista, CO, Snowy Peaks RV Park, 800-954-8481, $35 (back in) & $39.50 (pull through). Reserve by
August 5th. Rallymasters: Sandi & Joe Vanni, sandisailszep@yahoo.com, 719-539-3037. This rally will highlight the Heart
of the Rockies; come experience 17 of the 54 “Fourteeners” (mountains over 14,000 ft). They surround the Arkansas Valley
where we’ll be camped, and are full of lakes, rivers and trails that lead in any direction one’s mind (& vehicle) may wander.
The tentative schedule for this rally has already been posted on our website; check it out there! We’ll be exploring new
adventures every day! [Then, afterwards, travel down to Bayfield, CO for RMMA Region 1 Gathering.]

Sept 11-15-- Region 1 Rally (Chapters in AZ & CO, of FMCA’s Rocky Mountain Region) -- Bayfield, CO, Bayfield
Riverside RV Park, 970-884-2475, camping is $40/night full hookups, and rally fee will be $25/person — Includes morning
coffee/donuts, hot dogs/hamburgers Friday, & steak & corn Saturday, with everyone bringing side dishes to those meals.
Potluck Thursday night (12th). There will be games planned, and perhaps some wine tasting, and the chance to make some
new friends from chapters who share our traveling/camping goals. Rally masters: Jamie Erickson 505-330-1380 (RMMA
Region 1 VP), Wayne 719-648-3762. Our chapter coordinators: Gail & Bob Downs, bgdowns@bresnan.net, 970-247-2902.
Come join this gathering of chapters who share many of our destinations, especially in Colorado. We might get some new
ideas for rally locations!
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Oct. 15-20 – Safford, AZ, Roper Lake State Park, 520-586-2283, azstateparks.com, $23 w/e, dump station. Request
Cottonwood Campground sites 1-10, Reserve by July 15th. Rallymasters: Rae & Dub Phillips, raecyp65@gmail.com, 505-
899-1273, 505-235-5992. If you think this is in the middle of nowhere, you are right. If you think there's nothing to see or do,
you're wrong! Come explore this new territory with us!

Nov. 4-7 – Caballo, NM, Caballo Dam State Park, Riverside Campground, $10-18 depending on hookups (15 sites have
hookups, 22 dry camping), no reservations, arrive NLT 3pm. Always a favorite place to relax and reflect on the year's
rallies, plus take some interesting drives. Rallymasters: Bob & Becky Coulter, 505-814-1293, coulter06@comcast.net
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

News & Views ...

Our hearts and prayers go out to all the victims from the horrific tornadoes to hit our country in May. Several of our members
have family & friends in the regions hit, but as far as we know, they all survived. Pickthorns have friends who had just
moved to the Moore OK area from Texas, and lost their new home. So sad for all involved.

Just another reminder: Cuatro Estados T-shirts available! If interested, contact Lynn at lunnbuck2@msn.com or 505-298-
1239. All sizes except small (they run small, so suggest you get size larger than usual). Varied colors; mostly bright red or
bright blue. Each has our 4-states logo & name on the back, and pocket in the front. Only $12 each! ($14 for 2XL)

Solicit New Members for Cuatro Estados! As a promotional this year, we are offering a free CE T-shirt to anyone who
joins this year! So seek out potential new members and invite them to attend a rally and check us out. Refer them to our
website for application and more info. Give them the application in FMCA magazine if not a member; they’ll get a second
year free (through July 10th). Be sure to give them your FMCA number, so you will also be a winner: starting April 1,
through July 10, $20 gift certificate from FMCA, which can now not only be used on FMCA merchandise purchases, but can
also be used for membership renewal or registration to any national or regional conventions.

FYI to those who are also Good Sam members: Did you notice that they are going to do away with the Highways
magazine? Instead, they will have a Highways ‘blow in’ section in Trailer Life and Motorhome magazines. You will need to
contact Good Sam (see editor’s section in front of latest issue of Highways) to let them know which magazine you prefer.
You’ll get 4 issues free (1 year subscription), and if a Lifetime GS member, supposedly continuing indefinitely at no charge.
This change takes effect at the beginning of next year, with the first issues out in February.

Seeking ideas for 2014! Yes, it seems a long way away ... But it's never too soon to start preliminary planning. WE NEED
SUGGESTIONS FOR RALLY LOCATIONS! The low rally turnouts we are experiencing have us wondering if it's due to
location choices...or what? Are we doing too much or not enough at rallies? Want more meals out or less? Longer rallies
or shorter? Farther away or closer? We have 43 members rigs... yet attract less than 10 to any one rally. Please contact
Becky Coulter (coulter06@comcast.net) or Rae Phillips (raecyp65@gmail.com) with your thoughts & ideas.

Forgot to mention last month that Carlsons had their 70th Anniversary in May! Not too many couples can ever lay claim to
THAT! They’ll be celebrating in June, when all their family can get here for a BIG family celebration. CONGRATS you two!
You are an inspiration to us all!

Several of members continue to contend with physical issues … guess that’s to be expected as we get older, but we sure
don’t have to like it! (This Old Age ain’t for sissies!) For those who’ve been wondering, Pat Manchester is finally back
home, and other than some home therapy, is recovering nicely from her winter ordeal. She & Bill will hopefully be joining us
again at rallies before too long. We wish you all improvements this summer, whatever your ailments. Roger & Peggy
Minner are slowly emptying out their motorhome; not sure yet if will get something smaller to still attend some rallies.
Always sad when our Cuatro Estados friends we’ve enjoyed camping with for so many years have to finally hang it up. But
that doesn’t mean we can’t maintain the friendship and still get together in many other ways!
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Many of our members continue to roam the continent. And Facebook is the best way to keep track of some of them!
Buckinghams just returned from a whirlwind tour of famous sights in Europe — in time for rallymastering the May rally —
and then Lynn turned right around and headed off to Spain! Vannis were at their place in Lake Havasu playing in the water
(lucky them), but have headed back to Colorado (with some stops in northern New Mexico). Herrs are working in Florida
this month at J.N. Ding Darling Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel Island; Carol’s been posting some beautiful scenery & wildlife
photos. Beckers are now in route for Alaska! Hopefully will post photos when they have I-net connection. They shared
some envious ones from around northern California. Photos of Englemans showed them visiting granddaughter last
month and now are in the wilds of Utah; they’ll meet up with McVeys and buzz around North Rim of Grand Canyon mid
June. Pickthorns had great adventures last few weeks: Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon, and in the Mammoth Lakes area
in California’s Sierra Mtns. Now spending a few weeks in the Yosemite area (I’m jealous). Becky Coulter headed for
Illinois for a family reunion; will join up with McVey later this month for extensive travels around the west & on up into
Canada. Hopefully we’ll see photos of their adventures along the way! Williams will be bumming around some of our
favorite dramatic scenery places in Utah, including national parks. Dub & I (Phillips) will be meeting up with friends from
upstate New York and staying close to home traveling the mountains of New Mexico & Arizona (and hopefully not
encountering any predicted forest fires). We’re praying for rain for all the western states!

Guess what tow vehicle is the most popular in our chapter? JEEPS! A total of 18 of them, to be exact. (A little tidbit I
discovered while looking through our Membership Directory for the June birthdays & anniversaries.)

The FMCA Regional group, Rocky Mountain Motorhome Association (to which we belong), is finally updating their
website: rockymountainarea.com. (I forwarded their April 2013 newsletter to everyone last month.) Next year we will be
participating in the regional “Ramble” April 29-May 4, 2014, to be held at the San Juan County Fairgrounds in
Farmington, New Mexico. Many of us have been to Rambles in this location before, and know it to be a good facility, so
start planning now to attend!

Directory Update …

APPLEBY — new address (effective in a couple weeks): 1050 W. Magdalena, Green Valley, AZ 85614. They have sold
their home in Buckeye and bought a new one in Green Valley (south of Tucson). Delete the home phone listed in directory,
but they are keeping the same cell phone: 530-312-1733. Please make this change in your membership directory. (You
should’ve added their info when we posted it in newsletter several months ago, but if you need it again, let me know.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________

June Birthdays June Anniversaries

Bill Appleby Lynn & Allen Buckingham
Karen Appleby Paula & Gary Kology
Marja Ball Rochelle & Henry Landeros
Carl Brand Flo & Bill Warshauer
Pat Manchester
Edith Osburn
MJ Brenner
June Stroschein
Genny Zawistoski

Happy fathers day to all our dads!


